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AMONG the various tricks of ſtate, ſucceſsfully em- 


ployed by the enemies, of liberty in every age and country, 


none have been tried oftener than that, which attempts to 
/ deſtroy the lives and characters of good citizens, under the 
pretence of their being engaged in ſome plot or conſpiracy, 
exiſting only in the imagination of the members and agents 
of a profligate adminiſtration. The uſe of theſe tricks is 
to draw off the attention of the publick to matters of in- 
feriour concern, while the miniſter taking advantage of the 
ferment is carrying on his own plans, and ſapping the 
foundations of that conſtitution, for which he pretends to 


be the moſt zealous advocate. There is nothing too baſe 


or too ridiculous not to ſerve the turn of ſuch a miniſter ; 
at one time he will pretend to be anxious about religion, 
and in ſupport of an intolerant eſtabliſhment will hold 
out a ſmall body of men, petitioning for the rights of con- 
ſcience, as formidable enemies of the ſtate ; and, while 
their perſons are inſulted, their houſes plundered, their 
places of worſhip burnt, the people will be taught to 
think, that they are performing a duty, and the miniſter 
laughs in his fleeve at their folly and ſtupidity. At another 
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time a ſmall pamphlet ſhall be ſufficient to ſet the nation 

in an uproar: the clergy, the army, the navy, lords of the 

| bedchamber, officers of the exciſe, country ſquires ſhall 
be brought out to preach, to pray, to write, to fight, to 
ſwear againſt this infamous truth telling libel: in every 
village of the kingdom the author and his works ſhall be 
burnt in effigy; the poor man's friend ſhall be loaded 
with the curſes of the miſled cottager; and it ſhall be 
accounted worſe than blaſphemy to ſay, that kings are 
made for the people, not the people for kings. 

A miniſter who has thus far ſucceeded is not likely to 
be ſtopped in his career; he will not ſcruple to get up 
now and declare boldly in the face of the nation, that by 
his vigilance he has diſcovered the moſt dreadful plot ever 

known; he will affirm that many thouſand perſons are 
engaged in this plot, that arms are provided, that every 
thing is ready, that the country is on the brink of deſtruc- 
tion. The people {tand aghalt ; each looks on his neigh- 
bour with a jealous eye; every poſt is expected to bring 
the news of a hundred thouſand men in arms on their 

march to beſiege the capital; places are fortified ; the 
pretended chiefs of the conſpiracy are ſeized ; they are 
committed to cloſe confinement; the pulpits and the ballad- 
ſingers are again employed; every engine is ſet on foot to 
deſtroy the characters of the chiefs ; they are brought to 
trial, the miniſter himſelf appears and has a memory for 
the occaſion ; inſtant death hangs over their heads; but 
the virtue and the conſtancy of the pretended traitors, and 
the honeſty of an Engliſh Jury, baffle the hitherto ſuc- 
ceſsful efforts of the miniſter, and all his mighty, prepara- 
tions end only in a thorough conviction of his matchleſs 
effrontery and unexampled talents in the art of lying. 

When a man can bring himſelf to vouch for a fact, 

which, if true, muſt have been known to many thouſand 
perſons, It will not . that to ſtrengthen his 


ſcheme 
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ſcheme he ſhould devife other ſtratagems, in which for 
ſome time he is leſs likely to be diſcovered. If the people 
could be alarmed with the idea that ſeveral thouſands had 
plotted together to overthrow the ſtate, they would readily 


believe that the life of the king might be in danger ; and 


from thence, that a few perſons had engaged to take him 


off, Tt would be in vain to argue on the improbability of 


the ſcheme, either from the characters ſuppoſed to be en- 


gaged in this plot, or the means they intended to uſe; the 


publick prints would ſpeak poſitively of the en as if 


already executed; the ready agents of wicked men would 


raiſe the odium of the people by ſongs or tales againſt the 
criminals, the traitors might be led frequently from pri- 
fon to examination, and from examination to priſon, 


that the idea might be ſtill more ſtrongly impreſſed on the 


publick mind; and the great plot of the thouſands to 
overthrow the ſtate, with the inferiour plot to affaſſinate 
the king, would be alternately brought to corroborate the 
other ; and without the fmalleft degree of evidence, a 


number of innocent individuals would be expoſed to all 
the ignominy attending the worſt of crimes, and to the re- 


fine ments of cruelty which a cowardly miniſter only could 
deviſe, This ſeems to have been the origin of the plot 
now commonly called the Pop-gun Plot, of which it is 


intended in the following pages to give a concife narrative, 


that the publick may learn by whom it was firſt invented, 
and may be for the futare on its guard againſt the devices. 
of thoſe men, whoſe intention it is, by means of ſpies and 
informers, to deſtroy all publick confidence, and to intro- 


duce into this kingdom the worft means 70 deſpotiſm from 
the old nen rag Francd. 
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On the 27th of September, about eight at night, George 
Higgins was ſitting behind the counter of the fhop of 
Meſſrs. Barclay and Co. Druggiſts, No. 95, Fleet-market, 
to whom he was warehouſeman, when three runners from 
Bow-ſtreet, Townſend, Carpmeal, and Miller, entered 
the ſhop, and one Shallard poſted himſelf at the door. 
Carpmeal went inſtantly round the counter, collared Hig- 
gins without ſaying a word, and having got him. faſt, 
cried out, You muſt go along with us.” Townſend and 
Carpmeal then took a handkerchief, tied the hands of 
Higgins with it as tight as they could, rummaged his 
pockets, forced him up ſtairs, took the key of his box out 
of his pocket, rummaged his box and drawers, ſeized 
every paper they could find, and: three handkerchiefs, into 
which they flung the papers. As they were coming 
down ſtairs, Mrs. Barclay enquiring of Tewnſend, who 
was behind on a landing-place on the ſecond floor, the 
reaſon of this conduct, was anſwered by him, that Higgins 
was engaged in a plot to furniſh poiſon tokill the king. Ou 
Mrs. Barclay's replying that ſhedid not believe it, Townſend 
ſaid, By God, Madam, you may depend upon it as a fact.“ 
This was overheard by Higgins, who called out, It is an 
infamous lie,” but had no time to enter into further con- 
verſation, as he was hurried into a coach at the corner of 
the ſtreet, and driven into Bow-ſtreet. 

On the road, whether from his hands bole ſo con- 
fined, or from natural conſtitution, Higgins was obſerved 
to ſhiver, which gave occaſion to one of the runners to 
cry out; © I'll be damned if you are not guilty by your 
| ſhivering.” From the office in Bow-ſtreet Higgins Was 
taken to Carpmeal's houſe, a publick-houſe two doors off, 
where he had ſome refreſhment, and between ten and 
eleven Townſend came in and ordered his hands to be 
untied. Carpmeal cried out, he would be damned if he 
would do it for any body; and Miller, who throughout 

| | = the 
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the whole of the tranſaction behaved with kindneſs, untied 


his hands. From thence he was carried to Tothill Fields 
Bridewell, was put into a room, in which were three or 


four perſons, one fettered, and in the morning was forced 


by the priſoners to pay ſixteen or eighteen-pence for what 
is called Garniſh, anda ſhilling by the turnkey for his lodg- 
ings, and at ten o'clock was carried to the privy- council to 
be examined. About five o'clock he was. ſent back to the 


Bride well, having had no other refre{hment, except a glaſs 
of brandy, from the time he was at Carpmeal's the night 


before, was confined in a good room on the governor's ſide, 
but was not allowed to have pen, ink, paper, books, or 


newſpapers, nor permitted to converſe with any body but 


his uncle and mother, till the 1oth of October, when he was 
fully committed. In this confinement he remained till the 


18th of May, when, though committed for high treaſon, he 


was diſcharged on bail by Judge Aſhurſt in Serjeant's Inn. 


On the ſame day on which Higgins was taken up, 


ſeveral runners came to the houſe of Smith, a bookſellers 


in Portſmouth-ſtreet, Lincoln's Inn Fields, in queſt of 


him and Hodgſon, but hearing that they were not there 
xetired, and returned in about half an hour and ſearched 
the houſe. On the next day they came three or fous 
times ; but Smith, who was out on a fiſhing party, did 


not return till ten at night, when he was ſeized on en- 


tering his houſe by Milter, who ſearched the houſe.. and 
took away all the papers he could find, and pamphlets to 
the amount of nearly fourteen pounds. Smith then, in his 
bſhing-dreſs, walked with the runners to Bow-ſtreet, where 
be ſaw his papers ſealed up in a bag, and about twelve 
o'clock was ſent in a coach to Clerkenwell New Priſon, 
where he was put by himſelf into a room, which could 
hardly be borne from the ſtench ariſing from a tub filled 
with excrements and urine ; the height of the windows 
prevented him from emptying the tub; there was no 
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chair to fit down on; the bed was ſo damp that he would 
not venture to take of his cloaths ; but thanks to his coun- 
try excurſion he ſoon fell aſleep. After breakfaſt next 
morning he was carried away about ten o'clock in a coach 
to the privy-council. In his way to one of the apart- 
ments, Jealous, a runner, ſeized him by the coat; and to 


Smith's obſervation that there was no occaſion to lead a 
man not wiſhing to run away, replied in a great paſſion, 


By God he would. When they were in the Lobby, they 
were told not to ſtop. there, and he was ſent into the 
Duke of Portland's office, in which, as he was not called 
for ſome time before the council, he fell aſleep. 

Whilſt he was in this room, he accidentally faw a 
woman, who lived with Upton, a member of the London 
correſponding ſociety, go into Juſtice Ford's office; from 
which he concluded that Upton had been taken up ; but 
he could not conjecture the reaſon any more than that for 
the ſeizure of Higgins and Le Maitre, of which he had 
been told by his wife when he was ſeized by Miller. 
About two o'clock he was examined before the privy- 
council, which promiſed alfo to remove the cauſe of his 
eomplaint of bad treatment in the priſon. About four 
o'clock ſix runners took him to Bow-ſtreet, to which 
place he walked, and dined at the Green-man, where 
they permitted him to change his dreſs and his linen, 
having hitherto been in his fiſhing-drefs. Orders were 
given that no'perſon ſhould be admitted into his room ; 


| but Jealous came in, and fat down with him to drink a 


bottle of wine. Whilſt they were ſitting together, Smith 
read in a newſpaper an article charging Higgins and 


Le Maitre with a deſign to kill the king with a poiſoned 


arrow, on which he ſmiled, ſaying, © This is the ſcheme I 
te ſuppoſe I am concerned in.” Jealous ſeemed to be of the 
fame opinion; which made Smith exclaim, I deteſt any 
« thing of the m_ Jealous here dropped a hint, © Tis 


« pity 


C4 F 


« pity, Mr. Smith, that you ſhould meddle with politicks — _ 
if you would juſt mention what you know, it would be 


< of great advantage to you.” This language led Smith to 
conſider with what ſort of a companion he was fitting ; 
and he aſked Jealous with warmth, What buſineſs he had 
there, as ſtrict orders had been given that no one ſhould 
be admitted? But Jealous turned off the converſation, and 


they ſat together till ſix o'clock, when he was carried 


back for examination before Juſtice Ford at the Duke 
of Portland's office. He was not however waked out of 
his nap to go before the Juſtice till ten o'clock, and was 


by him remanded back to Clerkenwell Priſon, and put 


into the ſame room with the ſame ſtinking tub, of which 

he had complained in the morning to the privy-council. 
On the next day he was again examined by the privy- 

council, and was aſked, whether he had been better 


treated? and on his anſwering in the negative, ſome 


orders were given for better treatment, He then re- 
queſted that his wife might be permitted to ſee him; but 
this requeſt was denied; and on being remanded back to 
priſon, he was not ſuffered to ſee any one, though the 


nuiſance was removed, and he was better treated. On 


the following day he paid garniſh one ſhilling. 
On the foth of October he was committed to Newgate 
to the felon's ſide : his room was in a retired part of the 


priſon, to get at which his viſitors were obliged to go 
through two of the felons yards, and in their paſſage fre- 


quently loſt their handkerchiefs, or other property about 


them. The walls were naked, damp, and mouldy, with 


ene chair only and a broken table. There was no 
bed in the room till Smith procured one from his own 
houſe, which he threw on the floor to ſleep on; and the 
next day, from his own houſe alſo, he procured a bed- 
ſtead. The ſtrictneſs of his confinement brought on a 


dangerous ilineſs. After ſome correſpondence with the 
privy- 
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n a phyſician was ſent to him; and two 
hours before the arrival of this phyſician, he was removed 
to the ſtate ſide. After ſuffering a great deal from ill- 


neſs, from his confinement, and from other circumſtances, 


which mult naturally ſuggeſt themſelves to every man 
who has a wife and family to ſupport, after repeated 
letters being ſent to the privy-council, this priſoner alſo, 
committed on a charge of high treaſon, was on the gth 
of May releaſed from his confinement, on bail, before 
Juſtice Lawrence in Serjeant's Inn. 

From the above-mentioned facts it appears, that two 
Engliſhmen have been ſeized, confined in priſon for a 
conſiderable time, treated with very great ſeverity and 


inhumanity, charged with the guilt of treaſon, and at laſt 


releaſed upon bail without any ſatisfaction being made 
to them for the injury done to their perſons, their cha- 
racter, and their property. It becomes therefore a duty, 
which they owe to themſelves and the publick, to point 
out all the perſons who have been concerned in ſuch in- 
famous proceedings; and this will be beſt done by giving 
in their order, the examinations taken at the privy- council, 
the warrants by which the ſuſpected perſons were com- 
mitted to priſon, the correſpondence which paſſed be- 
tween them and the privy- council, the orders for their 
releaſe, and other documents or conjectures, which may 
throw a light upon the characters and deſigns of the in- 
ventors of the plot, and thoſe perſons high in office, who 


made uſe of it to carry their other pernicious deſigns into 
execution. The examinations of Higgins before the 


Privy council were committed to writing by himſelf, when 
they were freſh in his mind, and the ſubſtance of them is 
as follows, 


— 


Sub ſlaner 
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wlan of the Examinations of George Higgins kin ele 
 Privy-Council, from the 27th of September to the Toth of 
October, 1794. 


Mr. Dundas. — Mr. Higgins, you will aufer ſuch queſ- 


tions as may be put to you, except ſuch as you think will 


criminate yourſelf? — A. Very well. | 
Q. What is your name ?—A. George Higgins. 
Q. Where do you live ?—A. At No. 95, Fleet- market. 


Q. With whom, and what are they P—A. Mr. Barclay; 1 


he keeps a medicinal warehouſe ; I was his ſhopman. 
Q. You are a member of the London Correſponding 


Society ?—A, Yes. 


Q. What diviſion A. No. 13. „„ 
Q. You are delegate of that diviſion ?—A. Yes, 
Q. How long have you been a member —A. About 


ſixteen or eighteen months. 
Q. What is the buſineſs of a delegate, t6 attend the 
'committee, and report to the diviſions ?—Yes. 


Q. Do you know of the Secret Committee A. 1 
know of no ſuch Committee. 


Q. Well then, the committee of f correlpongruce F — 
A. I have heard of it. 


Q Who compoſe that committee A. 1 decline 


anſwering. 


Qi. Are you A member of it? —A. I Kall aufosriag 185 


Q. Do you mean to ſay you are not a member of it 
A. Having declined anſwering the tw laſt queſtions, 2 5 


muſt alſo decline anſwering this. 
Q. Then you do not ſay you know nothing of this 


| committee, but that you refuſe to tell? A. [ have des | 
clined anſwering queſtions ſimilar to this already. 


Q. Do you know Upton ?—A. Yes; but I 105 no 


How acquaintance with him. 


2 A Smith ?-—A. Yes, eee 
—k—x— 
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"a; Do you know. Le Maitre '—A. rot by ſeeing 


1 in the fociety. | 

Q. Did any lettets ever paſs | between you and 4 
Maitre? —A. Never, 

2. Do you know any thing of chis, ewing me . 
outſide of a letter, directed . Mr. Higgins, No. 95, Fleet- 
market, Fleet-ſtreet! A. Yes, this letter was brought 
to me by Upton, at the houſe where the diviſion I be- 
longed to met, on the Tueſday W or three weeks, 5 
priox; to my apprehenſion. 

Q. Well, what did he ſay about it 1 J was called 
out to him, when he ſaid, Higgins, you have been very 
violent againſt me; you ſhould never condemn a man till 
; his guilt has been clearly proved. I have got this (putting 

2 letter into my hand) from one of the grand jurymen, 
that ſat on my indictment, in e of my conduct; 
and as I believe I ſhalt be obliged to go out of town to- 
: morrow, in which caſe I ſhall not be able to return till 
Friday, and being anxious to have my character cleared 
up as ſoon as poſſible, I have got him to direct it to you, 
and I will thank you to take it to the general committee 
on Thurſday evening; : and if I am not there, let it be | 
opened and read; but if I am there, vou will return it 5 
me unopened ; that on the Thurſday on which L was to x 
deliver the letter to the committee, about, ſix or ſeven in a 
the evening, it being then duſk, I was called into the 
ſhop, where Up 7 was ſtanding with his back againſt 1 
the door: he deſired I would return him the letter, as he h 8 
had not been out of town, and ſhould be at the committee | 
bimſelf, 1 accordingly returned it him, and he went away. | 
Q. How long might he be in the ſhop A. Not more n 
than two minutes. 
5 Q. Were there any 3 . beſides Upton and 
yourſelf -A. Not that I regollect, except. the Porter, 


5 eg Vas 8 to light the lamps. 
Q. Did 
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Q. Did you never ſhew this letter to any body? 
A. Between my receiving the letter and returning it, 
Smith of Port/mouth-ſtret called upon me in Fleet-market, 
when I told him I had received a letter from Upton, alſo 
the buſineſs he ſaid it was upon, and the inſtructions he 
gave me with it. Smith ſaid, © Ah, egad, he has brought 


me one with the ſame inſtru&tions,” .and Smith took out 
his. letter; and on comparing the directions, we con- 


cluded they were both written by the ſame perſon, and, 
Smith ſaid, I . not wonder if he had ſent three or 


four more to others: that Upton took o notice of 1 it in 
the committee, neither did I. 


Q. Then you mean to ſay you received this letter from 
Upton, and returned it to him without ever ſhewing it 


to any perſon, or knowing what it was about A. I de- 
clare ſolemnly that I returned the letter to Upton unopened 


as I received it, without ever knowing or ſuppoſing the 


contents to be different from what he told me, and that * 
never ſhe wed it to any perſon beſides Smith, and to him 


only the out ſide. | 
Q. Is it not very ſingular for you to undertake to 5 


liver a letter for Upton, when you were at that time at 
variance with him! — A. I do not conceive that under- 


taking to deliver a letter is ſuch a great favour: 1 would 
do it for any perſon, the greateſt enemy Ihave. 


Q. Did you ever ſee this, ſhewing me a paper, on - 
which were drawings of various things, 2 others of 
zn arrow A. Never. 


Q Are you ſure you never ſaw it Rane Quite Cork.” 


Q. Are you acquainted with a Preparation « of lime with, 


mucilage A. No. 
Q. Did you never prepare any ſuch thing A. 1 
QC What was your buſineſs where you live A. To 


prepare patent and public medicines from Faß kee 


receipts Ag 5 2 
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A Were you brought up to the buſineſs ?—A. No; 3 

nor had I any knowledge of chemiſtry. 

Qt. Do you know Puſey ?—A. No. 

Q. Do you know Croſsfield *—A. No. 

Q. Wore you ever in Upton s back parlour '—A,I ne- | 

ver was in Upton's houſe, | ; 

Q. Were you not there with Le 8 Smith, and 
others? —A. I never was in Upton's houſe, nor ever ſaw 
him out of the ſociety more than four times. 
Q, When were thoſe times? —A. Firſt at Smith's . 
houſe, about the middle of July. 1 

Q. Were any perſons preſent beſides yourſelf, Smith, 
and Upton ?—A. I believe there was a 182 of the 
name of Collett there. 

Q. What was the ſubject of your converſation — 
A. Nothing of conſequence. 

Q. Well, but you can recolle& 888 of the con- 
yerſation A. I recolle& that Upton was diipleaſed with 
Smith, becauſe he either could not or would not inform 

him where a ſupper or dinner (I cannot 2 which) was 
to be in a day or two after. 

Qi. Do you remember nothing more "of the converſa- 
tion? —A. No, Upton went away. in, anger ſaying, he 
wondered Smith would not tell him, and defied any ys | 
to ſay any thing againſt his character. 

Q. How long were you there ?—A. About half or three 
quarters of an hour. | 

Q. When were the other times of your fecing him! — 

A. Once with a perſon of the name of Hill: going up 
Bell Vard on our way to the General Committee, Upton 
was ſtanding at his door, and Hill ſtopped and ſpoke 
to him, 

* What was the ſubjedt of converfation A. The 
ſubject was on the Duke of Portland's joining admini-_ 
10 which one o them ſaid he thought would pro- 
| | mots 


ts 6 
mote the obje& for which we aſſociated, a Reform in 
Parliament, he (the Duke) having formerly been an ac- 


tive member of Societies of a ſimilar nature; I ſaid, 1 
thought it would not: we then parted, 


Q. How long did your converſation laſt?—A. . 


more than five minutes. 
Q. When were the other times of your ſceing him ?— 


A. When he brought me the letter at the houſe where . 
the diyiſion met, and when he called on me in Fleet- 


market to receive it back. 


0 


Q. Do you mean to fay you never ſaw Upton more. 


than thoſe four times? A. I not only mean to ſay, but 


politively do affirm that I never ſaw him more than thets 


times, except in the ſociety, 
Q. Were you not at Hill's, about a roving} in com- 


pany with Upton, Palmer and others?—A. No, nor do 


believe Hill ever made any machine of a private nature. 


Q. What makes you think ſo?—A. From the fre- 


quency of his viſits to me, and his extreme talkativeneſs, 


I have no doubt (if he had made any ſuch thing) but 


that he would have told me of it. 
Q. Did you ever ſee this {ſhewing me a printed paper 
like 2 play-bill, with the words “ La Guillotine, or 


George's head in a baſkets” in W li at the top 5 


of it? No. A 


Q. Do you know any thing of hid, Mering me a paper 
about learning the uſe of arms, ſigned T. Hardy ?—A. No. 


Q. Do you know any thing of the ſong with the chorus 
of © Let's plant the Tree? -A. No. 


Q. Do you know. the ſong of God ſave the Rights "of | 


Man i—A. I have heard it ſung ſeveral times. — I was 


again aſked if I knew a perſon of the name of Croſsfield. 
—T replied that I had told them before 1 n nothing; 


of him. <7] i 


Mr. Pit men aſured me on his honour, that a liſt of 7 
names 
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names (which was thewn 3 was declared by Parkin- 
fon and Bone to be 2. true liſt of the committee of corre- 
ſpondence.—1 acknowledged i it was. 

When I ſigned n my, examination before Mr. F ord 1 was 


meyen the letter which Upton had ſtated to be from, one. of 
the grand jury, in exculpation of the charge of ſetting” fire 


to his houſe in. Coldbath- fields, for which he was indicted 


about ſeven years 280 —it was in 1 ſubſtance ; as follows: 
* 


? - 7 


de Dear Sir; , e 5011 


4% As you live nearer 8 TT I 4 J wiſh you . 


call and ſee if he has done the air gan, us the party will 
be in town ſoon: I am afraid he is dilatory; ; If oy we 


muſt employ ey vie. 1 


„ e FO 7: 
5 V P. T. Le Maitre.“ 
Addreſſed Mr. Higgins, No. gs. | ei | Fn 78 
Fieet-market, F leet - ſtreet. 8 | 
Mr. Ford then. faid, that the 1 RD RY me, 
Smith, and Le Maitre, appeared to the privy council ſo 
abſurd and improbable, that they would not give it the leaſt 


credit till Upton had ſworn to its truth, after e cau- 
tioned of the abſurdity of it. b 
I then cauſed Mr. Ford to add to my examination my dif- 
like to Upton's character before T had ever ſeen him, 2:2. 
That calling on Smith one of the nights of illuminating for 


the iſt of June, Smith fays to me, „What do you think ? 
Why Upton came running up to me laſt night like a mad- 
man, ſaying; he wondered the ſociety. were not called out, 
as they might, by taking eg of the eng rell cc con- 
fuſion, ſtrike a grand trot.” £38 

_ That Smith on telling me, added; 60 A the fellow, he 
maſt be either a rogue or a madman; in Which ſentiment 


* agreed. On my ſaying I did not know Upton, Smith 


told me he was a lame man, a watchmaker, that he lived 
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Te laſt examination was on the tn of October," and 


from the following warrant, it is evident, that the per- 


ſons who ſigned it, conceived that they had ſufficient 
grounds for detaining an Engliſhman in cuſtody on the 


ſuſpicion of a crime in its nature the greateſt, which the 
law recogniſes. _ 


L. 8. 


— 


6c THESE are in " bis Majeſty's 8 name to authoriſe 


and require you to receive into your cuſtody the 
body of George Higgins, herewith ſent / you for 
high treaſon; and you are to keep him ſafe and 
_ cloſe untill he ſhall be delivered hy due courſe 
of law ; and for ſo doing this ſhall be your- ſuffi 
. cient warrant. From the Council Chamber at 
| Wihijnghall this roth day of October, 1794. 


LouGHBOROUOGR, C. 
WINTWORTR Fruit 


g A | 74 3 I BY. 
To the keeper of the Bride- | LIAM, P. 


well at Tothill- fields. PORTLANp, 
| 123 IMaxsrigrp, 
WM. Pitt, 
Wut. Wrong. 
Cre hw | | 
Fo 1 keeper. ICS 


': Higgins thus charged with the crime of treaſon, con- | 


ſebius of his innocence, and deſirous only of a ſpeedy trial, 
that his character might be cleared, and the devices of the 


enemies of his country laid- open before the publick, was 
expoſed for a conſiderable time to all the ealumnies which 


venal agents could invent, and as the habeas corpus act was 
luſpended, ſaw no proſpect of meeting the charge in a 
court of juſtice. The apprehenſion and detention of him 
had ſerved the purpoſe of the | miniſter; the publick 
odium had been excited againſt him and the people were 


. (alarmed witch the idea, Hint there was a man of fo baſe a a 


Aiſpoſition as to harbour the deſign of allaſlinating 2 
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"public magiſtrate. But the miniſter's ſchemes had been 
baffled by the acquittal of all the perſons committed with 
great.and ſolemn preparations, under a charge of treaſon- 
able conſpiracy againſt the ſtate, and it would have been 
ludicrous to bring forward the pretended plot of aſſaſſina- 
tion, when there was not the leaſt ground for its ſupport. 
The difficulty now was how to get rid of the perſons under 
confinement ; and if they could be brought to petition for 
this releaſe, that which was only an act of juſtice might 
be converted into an act of favour. Higgins had lan- 
guiſhed for ſome time in priſon, when it was ſuggeſted to 
him by his friends, that it was in vain to contend with 
men in power; that a petition however might have ſome _ 
effect upon them. To their ſuggeſtions he liſtened ; and 
ſeeing no proſpect either of a trial or a releaſe without it, 
unleſs by petition, was induced to ſend the following pe- 
tition, (which Juſtice Ford, now private ſecretary to the 
Duke of Portland, had dickated to his Waere to the 
privy-council. 


To the Lords of his Majeſty's 1% Hotourel Privy-Council 


* Taz humble Petition of George Higgins, now a pri- 
ſoner in Tothill Fields Bride 0 ſheweth— That 
your petitioner was in September laſt apprehended by 

a warrant from his Majeſty's Secretary of State, for 

treaſonable practices, and afterwards committed to 
the ſaid priſon in order to take his trial for the ſame, 
where he has now continued in confinement upwards 
of ſeven months—That your petitioner ſolemnly af- 
firms, that he is entirely innocent of the charge im- 
puted to him; therefore he truſts your Lord ſhips will 
take his caſe into conſideration, and either permit 
him to be brought to a ſpeedy. trial for the offence 
imputed to him, or releaſed upon his bail to anſwer 
the ſame, whenever he ſhall be called _ ſo to do; 
and 12 25 . e.. ns, 70 


BR „ 
To this petition he received almoſt an immediate | 
anſwer to the eee effect: 


* 


WWiatehall, as I, 1995, 


Six, 


« ] have ſubmitted to the Lords of his Majeſty's Moſt 
Honourable Privy-Council your application of the 29th 
of April laſt, in which you deſire permiſſion to be re- 
leaſed upon bail, or brought to trial for the charge for 
which you are now in confinement; and I .am com- 
manded by their Lordſhips to ſignify to you, that as gou || 
cannot be immediately tried, they do not think it im- | 
proper that you ſhould be bailed, entering into a recog- | 
nizance of 200l. yourſelf, with two ſecurities in gol. il 
each, for your perſonal appearance to anſwer ſuch in- | 
dictment as may be Wand againſt you on account of ſueß '| 
. . | . | 
1 am, Sir, _ ö 


.. 


Your moſt obedient humble ER it 


ES RICHARD FORD.” 
My. George Higgins, | 


Totjull Fields Bride ell. 2 


After ſome 1 about the bail, he went on the 18th 
of May with allowed ſecurities to Serjeant's 1 woo 
was releaſed. | 


The following is a copy of the. order of the privy- 
council to the keeper of the priſon on this occaſion. 


\ 


1 8 J 
s. 
WHEREAS Cs Higgins ſtands 8 10 
your cuſtody by virtue of a Warrant of Six of 
his Majeſty's Privy-council for High Treaſon; 
| theſe are to authorize and require you to cauſe 
the ſaid George Higgins to be diſcharged from 
his confinement; he giving ſecurity before the 
Lord Chief Juſtice, or one of the Judges of his 
Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, to appear in 
the ſaid Court on the firſt day of Trinity Term 
next, or at ſuch other time as ſhall be appointed 
by the ſaid Lord Chief Juſtice, or other Judge 
in that behalf: and for ſo doing this ſhall be 
© - your warrant. From the Council Chamber at 
| | Whitehall, this 6th day of May, 1795. 
„. * 
MANSFIELD, P. 
CRHATHAM, C. P. S. 
Doxsxr. 
PokxTIAN Dp. 
SPENCER. 
W. Firr..: 
ONE | J. GXVIIIE.“ 
Jo Alexander Fenwich, Keeper his 
Majeſty's Priſon the Bridewell at 
= - ITuthill Fields, in the County f 
4 | Middkeſex. 


* 


How this mode of conduct in the privy-council can 

be reconciled to the regard which it is ſuppoſed to have, 
Either for the ſafety of its king, or the laws of its 
country, a future period muſt perhaps determine.— 
Earl Loughborough, Earl Fitzwilliam, Duke of Port- 
land, Earl Mansfield, William Pitt, and Sir William 
Wynne, Knt. commit to the cuſtody of a keeper of 2 

| AE” priſon 


1 


priſon a man for high treaſon, until he ſhall be delivered 
by due courſe of law. Inſtead of the due courſe of law 


lowing fo heinous a charge, he is permitted to be at 


liberty upon bail. Did then theſe counſellors of the king 
think that there was any ground for the charge? If they 
did, where was their zeal for the ſafety of their king, 
when they permitted the ſuppoſed aſſaſſin to be at liberty ? 
If they did not think that there was any ground for the 
charge, where was their regard for the character of an 
Engliſhman, whom they had ſo long and ſo unjuſtly de- 


tained in priſon? Ought they not to have been the firſt 


to declare his innocence, or to ſhew ſome cauſe why he 
could not be brought to immediate trial? for if there 
were any grounds for trial, ſuch a character ought not to 
have been at large. But as it has been before obſerved, 
the purpoſe of the miniſter was anſwered; and it is now 
time to conſider, whether he was inclined to be more 
merciful to the other ſuppoſed conſpirator. 

Smith was examined ſeveral times by the privy-council ; 


and the ſubſtance of his examination was, as far as his 


memory aſſiſted him, written Gown * Birnen in the fol- 
1 terms. 


\ 


Shane of the Examination of J. Smith before the F- 


Council. 


Q. Your name is J. Smith ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You live in Portſmouth-ſtreet, Lincoln's Inn F ields, 
and keep a bookſeller's ſhop ?—A. Yes, 

Smith.—T ſhould be glad to know the charge nd me ? 

Tord Chancellor. —Mr. Smith, you are brought here on 
a dean nearly amounting to high treaſon. 


A. I am ſorry for that, my 1 I don't know that 
: have done any thing of the kind. — J hope, Gentlemen, 
you will excule me if 1 ſhould not addreſs you by your 


D 2 e proper 
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proper titles, as I have not the pleaſure of knowing 


Wea: 
Q. You are a member of the London eee 


Dociety ?—A., Yes. 


Q. You belong to diviſion 29 -A. Yes. 

Q. You know Mr. Higgins? Ves. 

Q. Had you ever any correſpondence with Mr. Hig- 
gins No. 

Q. What do you know of him ?—A. I 8 him as 
being a cuſtomer. 

Q. Do you know Le Maitre ? —A. Yes. 


Q. Do you know where he lives ?—A. No. 
Qi. Had you ever any IRS with him ?— 
A. No. 


Q. Did you never receive a letter from him ?—A. No, 
Q. by Mr. P:t.—Did you never receive any letter from 


him? A No, never in my life. 


Q. Do you know Upton, watchmaker i in Bell-yard: — 
1 


Q. Had you ever any ee with him ?— 


A. No. 


Q. Are not Higgins, Le Malens, and Upten, members 
of the London Correſponding Society! A. Yes, believe 
they are. a = 

Q. I think you ſay you never had any correſpondence 
with Mr. Upton ?—A. No, never in my life. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Aſhley '—A. Yes. 

Q. He was a member of your diviſion and delegate !— 
A. I believe he was. : 

Q. Did aot Mr. Upton give you a letter ind defire you 
not to open it ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What was in that letter ?—A, I do not know, 1 


never opened it. 


Qi. He received ſubſcriptions for the wives and children 


| on perſons e for treaſonable practices A. Ves. 
| Q. Was 


O 


1 * 1 


Q. Was not there a charge brought againſt Mr. Up- 


ton in the committee of delegates for ſetting fire to his 


houſe ? —A. No. 


Q. You are a member of the committee ?—A, I ſome- 
times go there, | 

Q. You was in the Sbaimittbe when a ut was read 
that came from Upton ?—A. Yes, I believe I was. 


Q. What was in that letter ?—A. It contained foreral d 


paſſages to cenſure the ſociety. 
Q. Did any thing paſs between Le Maitre and Up- 


ton? — A. Ves, Le Maitre moved a vote of cenſure upon 


Upton, which, after a long converſation, was paſſed. 


Q. Did nat Upton challenge Le Maitre ?—A. Ves. 

Q. How did they ſettle it: — A. I do not know. _ 
Q. What did Upton fay to you when he gave you that 
letter ?—A. He ſaid he believed he ſhould not be at the 


committee; if he was there I was to give it him again; 


if not, I was to give it to the chairman, or open it myſelf. 


Q. Did you ever ſhew this letter while you had it in 
your poſſeſſion? A. No. > 


Q. Did you know any thing of any other pekthe I : | 


ſuch a letter as the one you had '—A, No. 


Q. When was you at Mr. Higgins's laſt ?—A. About | 


the middle of laſt week. 


Q. Did any thing paſs JOG. you _ Higgins about 
that letter of Upton' 8 ?!—No. 

Q. You never ſhewed it to him ?—A. No. 5 N 

About ten o'clock at night I was ordered into Mr. 
Ford's office, when he was going to read over my exami- 


nation, and ſaid J might make any alteration now, and 


wiſhed me to ſign it, obſerving, it would appear ſtrange 


for me to ſet up a different defence, if I was tried. 1 


told him I would not ſign it; and if that was all the evi- 


dence they had againſt me, I would not anſwer for any- - 


thing 


L 22 


thing that I had ſaid in the above ; 3 therefore muſt des to 
be excuſed ligning it. 


September, 30, 1794. 
Refuſed to anſwer queſtions. 

Lord Chancellor. — Nou are at liberty to anſwer or not; 
but it will be better for you to anſwer. 

Mr. Pitt. Shew him thoſe things. 

They ſnewed me a tube like the barrel of a ſmall gun ; ; 
alſo a paper with the plan of ſeveral darts, &c. on it. 

Q. Did you ever ſee theſe before? — A. No, never 
in my life. 

They then ſhewed me a 1 folded up, and ſaid, Is 
that the letter 88 gave you ?—A. I don't know; it 
is much like it. | : 

They deſired me to open it, and read it, which I did. 
It was ſigned by Le Maitre, and addreſſed to me, men- 
tioning the tube, making an apology for its not being 
ready, and that it would be ſuch a length, and weigh ſo 
many ounces; alſo begging of me to make an apology 
to the committee for its not being ready ſooner. I then 
declared my innocence, proteſting I never ſaw or knew 
anything of the contents of the letter before in my life. 
Remanded into cuſtody. Tone? 


Ofober 4. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Burks ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Who is treaſurer of the ſociety ?!—A. I don't know. 

Q You belong to the committee, and don't know whs 
is treaſurer !—A. No. | 

I then refuſed to anſwer any more queſtions. 

Lord Chancellor. —Mr. Smith, we know to a certainty 
that what you have told us is falſe! A. Not hat. I know 
of, my Lord. 

T hey then read part of Higgins s examination, where 


it ſays that I ſhewed him the letter, and that he had one 
allo; 


L «3 ] 


alſo; and that! ſaid to him, very likely ſeveral more per- 


ſons might have one; and that we compared them toge- 


ther, and that they appeared in every reſpect to be the 


ſame. He alſo ſays, that he believed his to have been 


from one of the grand jury to at up the character of 
Upton in the committee. 
I told them, very likely ſuch a converſation might pals; 


but 1 did not recollect it then; but I believed it did pale. 


Odlo 9. 


Q. Do you know Mr. Parkinſon 3 Yes. 

Q. How long have you known him ?—A. Ten or 
twelve years. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Bone A. Yau: | 

Q. Where does he live? — A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Beck ?—A. Yes. 

Q. What do you know of him ?—-A. I know him as 
a cuſtomer, 


Q. Do you belong to the committee of colitis 


' dence ? — A. No. 


Q. Did not you invite Mr. Parkinſon to attend that 


committee A. No, not to my knowledge. 
Q. Did not Mr. Hodgſon call you in as an N 3 


that committee — A, No. 
Q. Then you don't belong to that committee A. No; 


I have ſaid ſo before. 


Q. Do you know Mr. Hill the turner ?—A. Yes. 
They then ſhewed me two pieces of wood like a roller. 
Q. Did you ever ſee theſe before?—A, 0% never in 


5 my life. 


Q. Do you knov Palmer and Croſheld A. 8 

Q. They belong to your diviſion, and Palmer lives in 
Bernard's Inn ?—A. Yes, I believe he does. 

Q Do you know their hand-writing ?—A. No. 


4. | | 2 Did 


- 
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E + Did you ever ſee or hear of a ſong, Plant oh Plant 
: 25 Tree of Liberty? A. No, never. | 


Remanded to e . 


By comparing the chin examination with that of 
Higgins, ' ſome circumſtances appear to have been va- 


riouſly related. The fact is, that Smith conceived the 


intention of the privy-council to be, to ſift out of him 
every thing it could relating to the Correſponding Society, 
which he was not bound to anſwer, or to attend to. He 
ſaid, No, No, merely to get rid of their impertinence ; 
but when any queſtion was propoſed relating to the plot, 


he gave it the ſtricteſt attention, and was willing to give 
the council all- the information it could deſire. The 
council evidently knew that Upton had acted in ſuch a 


manner as to offend Le Maitre, Higgins, and Smith; 
and yet they were ſuppoſed to be his aſſociates in a plot 


to kill the king; and this was to be carried into execution 
by means of a tube and a poiſoned arrow. By whom this 


plot was invented, whether by Mr. Pitt, or Mr. Upton, 
or any other member of the privy- council, no ddew as yet 
can lead us to diſcover: that it was .conceived probable 
by the councit is eyident ; ; that it was uſeful to the mi- 
niſter is certain; but it is equally certain that there were 
not the leaſt grounds for confining Smith and Higgins on 
{o 1idiculous a pretence. | 


[4 


On this examination, however, and charge made elſe- 


where, Smith was committed to PE by the fol- 


lowing warrant. 


ay — gd jecs. on 


bw 


4. 8 


ta} -- 


THESE are in his Majeſty's nathe to e 
and require you to receive into your cuſtody the 
body of John Smith herewith ſent you for High 
Treaſon ; and you are to keep him ſafe and cloſe 

until he ſhall be delivered by due courſe of law: 
and for ſo doing this ſhall be your ſuffici- 

ent warratit. From the Council Chamber at 
Whitehall, this roth day of October, 1794+ 


Loucnnoroven, an 
5 Wentworth 3 P. 
PortTLAnD, © 
"MANSFIELD, 
W. Pirr, 355 5 
Wu. WrNNR. | EE 
— kr Mjgty N 
3oal of Neugale. 
(A Copy.) 
Edward Kirby, 


| Clerk of the papers: 


His treatment in Newgate 10 a diſgrace to a natlon, 


which prides itfolf on its humanity. In the old Baſtille 


of France; a great degree of attention was paid in this 


tentury to ſtate priſoners: : they had good rooms, ggod 
food, medical advice; and every convenience which 


heir ſituation would admit! + the ſtate of Smith's room 


in his firſt priſon has already ſlie vn how little theſe things 


are regarded by men in. power, and tlie letters which : 


paſſed between Smith, the Privy Council, and others, in 


his new place of confinement, will convince the reader 
how wretched is that police, which ſubjects a ſuſpeted 
man to all the * and wretchedneſs of W 5 


Woe” | 1 5 
= „ On 


of 
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| On Sherkdan's attempt to obtain the repeal of the ack, 


% 4 


by which Engliſhmen were left at the mercy of a deſpot, 
l wrote to him the following letter: 


6 _ Newgate, January 5. 1795. 
: FE NOx's SipRE. 


3 „Sin, 
e Seeing in the public papers that you intend this day 
to move for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the ſuſpenſion 
of the habeas corpus act, I take the liberty of ſending you 
an account of my ſituation. On the 28th of September 
I was taken into cuſtody by a warrant from the Secretary 
of State, and thrown into a diſmal cell in New Priſon, 
Clerkenwell, from thence J was taken to the Privy Coun- 
eil, and there examined ſeveral times. From the queſ- 
tions they put to me, it appears that I was charged as 
being concerned in the plot for aſſaſſinating his Majeſty. 
I can aſſure you, Sir, on the word of a man, that ] never 
heard, ſaw, or knew any thing of the ſaid plot till I was 
in the Privy Council. On the 1oth of October, I was 
committed to this place on a charge of High Treaſon, 
without any hope of being brought to trial, having been 
dragged from home, leaving a wife and -four ſmall chil- 
dren without any ſupport, and having loſt a place of above 
ſixty pounds a year. I am at this time in a diſmal cell 
in Newgate, where nothing is to be heard but the rattling 
of irons from the felons; my friends cannot come to ſee 
me without being robbed, having to.paſs through a yard in 
which are ſome of the moſt abandoned of wretches. The 
above I can aſſure you are facts. 
. *© By taking e notice of the above you will much 
by _ 


7 6 Four obeltinnt hunts Grvant, 
« JOHN SMITH.” 


To E. B. Sheridan, E þ 
my og 245 Sheridan' 


D 


ʒ́. Oo Onan 6, oli 
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Sheridan? s efforts were unſucch let and Smith ſoon 


after receiving a letter from Crosfeild, ſent the follow- 
ing copy of it to can Ford, by Miller. 


„ 44 iſ, 1 


Had I thought that any member of the Privy 8 
cil had been a character fit for an honeſt man to converſe 


with, I had ere now, in perſon, cleared you and your 


' innocent fellow-ſufferers from blame that not being the 
caſe, I determined to diſappoint their malice (impotent 
as their every other exertion) and then to write you 


{tate of the wind-gun tranſaQion, 1 hey 
© In one word; Upton told me he was e an air- 


gun, but without mentioning whether to ki a king, a 


thief, or a mad dog.— He ſhewed me two braſs tubes, 
one for the barrel and one for the magazine, which wag 
too weak; on this I gave him what I conceived to be 


proper dimenſions, and in company with Mr., Palmer, 


went to Hill to beſpeak models. — I heard no more of 
him or his pop-gun, till he came to tell me (on the Sun- 
day morning that Higgins and Le Maitre ere appre- 


hended) that thoſe two had laid an information againſt 


him, but that he had turned the tables upen them, and 
was then releaſed by the meſſengers on his parole. Some 


circumſtances made me then ſuſpect his villainy and 1 


determined to watch him, when during the courſe of a 
few days I learnt that he was the ſole informer; that his 
wife had ſworn: to all that he had. aſſerted, and that a wo- 


man of the name of Newland, alias Sabine, who lodged 


with them, had poſitively ſworn, that Le Maitre was the 
perfon that brought the models to Upton, though ſhe told 


me ſhe had never ſeen him except once when ſhe carried | 
a challenge from Upton to him. Why I left town, where 
I was, whether I did not correfpond with Mr. Thompſon . 
vu agent, Caltje-ſtreet, Leiceſter- fields, why I aſſerted. 


T2 ] 


that all he pictures of a certain perſonage agree in re- 
. preſenting him as- a fool, and many other curious parti- 
culars, I leave to the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, hoping they will oblige the world with their 
comments thereon. | 


« To all good patriots health and 3 


e R. J. Cnosr rip.“ 
At Sa, 


Lat. 43. 23s Long: 4. 10. 2 


It is 8 that this Wen which had the Goſport 
mark on it, carried evident ſigns of being written at ſea; 
yet the Privy Eauneit, by way of impreſſing on the public 
mind the idea af a plot, offered in the gazette, a reward 
of two hundred pounds for the apprehenſjon of a man, 
whom it hag wy” reaſon to believe was aut of the 
Pos: Fx, 

Crosfeild's letter was received on Jan. 31, and the 
copy only was ſent to the Privy- Council ; þut Smith 
was ready to produce the original whenever it was de- 
2 graded. 

A few days after Smith ſent a letter to the "FI! 
Privy Council, incloſed to W. Fawkner, Eſq. ting 
2 n _ of which the e & is Wa, 


C FOES, "> US 55 1795: 
8 S108, 2851 


3 


5 My Lonps, | 


7 Having been four e in cloſe confinement, 1 
wha this liberty of requeſting, that your Lordihips will 
| pleaſe to bring me to trial, that I may have an opportu- 

ity of proving 11 INNOCENCE, and * I may | be releaſed 


1 29 1 


from a Ktnation which is truly diſtreſſing, N ſo 
when I am branded. with the title of THIEF, from the 
goaler. I haye received a letter from a Mrs Crosfeild, 
a copy of which I haye fent to Mr, Ford, which proves 
he was concerned with Upton in fabricating the plot ; 
I hope your Lordſhips will ſpeedily conſider my caſe, and 
if I am not to be brought to trial that you grant me my 


liberty. By complying with the aboye your  Lordfhips 


wal very much oblige 
$6 Your obedient humble ſervant, 


«JOHN SMITH.” 
= the Fords of the * 1 


Privy Coupe 
In vain did Smith ſolicit a wat; he was really a pri- 
fied of ſtate, but his condition was worſe than that of a 


felon; and he wa reduced to the neceſſity of getting a 


fellow prifoner to ſtate his caſe to his perſecutors, which | | 


he did in the following words, which „ was raiſed 


up in 155 bed to ben. 


. Nun, L. 13. 1795. 
Fe Sia, 

From cold and * I am reduced to the debilitsted 
Rue of keeping my bed, from which I never expect to 
riſe, unleſs better care is taken of me- than hitherto has 
been. I am deſtitute of all thoſe neceſſaries (not to men- 
tion comforts) which a perſon, in my now ſituation ought 
to have; the room without windows to keep this incle- 
ment weather out; not half coals ſufficient to keep a fire 


in my room, the walls of which are running down with 


wet, As I am confined as a State Priſoner, L with theſe 


: * 8 de Red into, * a proper medical man ſent 


to 


TE 3e J ; 


to attend me. I deſire you not to pur implicit confidence 
in what J ſay, but that you will come or ſend, aan con- 
vince yourſelf of my ſituation. 
Lour's, | JOHN SMITH.“ 
Richard Ford, Ejq. | 


To this letter he received no anſwer, his cold and fever 
grew worſe, his fellow-prifoners who attended him de- 
ſpaired of his recovery. Smith, in this tate, requeſted 
the aſſiſtance of Mr. Parkinſon, who ſeeing him in this 
condition, and being perfectiy convinced of the impoſlibi- 
lity of a recovery in. ſuch a ſituation, took upon himſelf 
10 remonſtrate with the Privy-Council by letter on their 
inhuman treatment ; and to urge the neceſlity of a re- 
moyal to better apartments, and further medical afliſtance. 
From this exertion, it is preſumed, Smith is now enabled 
to relate this hiſtory : he was on the 6th of March re- 
moved to apartments on the ſtate ſide; and in about two 
hours after a phyſician came to examine the mate of his 
health. | 
By flow degrees he gained 83 but was not able for 
fome time to walk croſs the room or to read and write; 
but as ſoon as his health was tolerably reſtored, his thoughts 
were naturally employed in the means of refcuing himſelf 
from his wretched ſituation. 

Being in doubt whether his letters had been given to the 
council, he now reſolved to write. to Juſtice Ford, both 
to aſſure himſelf of the fact, and to get his made 
known "7 tet TEN . 


8 March. 27s 179 $ 


"STATE SIDE. 
"op Six, 5 
« About ſix weeks ago I wrote to the ; hr | of the 
5 Privy-Council, requeſting to be brought to trial, or libera- 
ed on bail—to which —_ have not paid any attention ; I 
. | therefore 


E 


Mr. Smith, 


1 


1 therefore ke the liberty of ſending this, to you, a 
chat you will endeavour to bring the affair before them, 


that the mighty plot may be brought to light. I can af- 
ſure you, that if I am to continue here much longer, I 
ſhall be obliged to ſtate the whole affair in the public 


papers, in order to get ſome relief for my family, who : 
ſuffer much on account of my abſence. - You may inform 

their Lordſhips, that they not only puniſh me for ſup- 
| poſed crimes, but an innocent woman and four ſmall 


aſuldren. 
By complying with the above, you will much oblige 
„ Your obedient humble ſervant, 
« JOHN SMITH.” 
To Rich. Ford, Eſq. TE, 


To this letter he received the following anſwer : 


* March 30, 1795. 
« $1R, 


IV have-this morning received your lates: of the 27th - 


inſtant, reſpecting your being brought to a ipeedy trial, 


and urging the diſtreſs which your family experiences 
from your confinement ; and I have to obſerve in anſwer, 


that you cannot but be ſenſible _ that it is entirely out of 


my power to forward your wiſhes, as you are now under 


a commitment from a warrant of the Privy-council, and 


of courſe by no means ſubjeQ to any direction or controul 


which I am able to exerciſe, I will, however, tranſmit 
your letter to the Clerk of the Council, to whom, in fact, 
it ought to have been addreſſed ; and I have no doubt but 


that he will take an early opportunity of ien 1 to 
| hs conſideration of the Board. 


« J am, Sir, 
-« W obedient humble ſervant, ; 
„ free RICHARD: FORD.” 


| According 
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„ 
Aecording to the direction in this letter, one was ſent 
to the privy-council, properly addreſſed to the clerk. 


4 48 81 Ry, | 
* Your delivering the incloſed to the Lords of the Pier 
Council will very much oblige 
« Your obedient ſervant, 


« JOHN SMITH. " 
State fide, Newgate, 


pril 23, 1795+ 5 8 3 | 5 


- DOT Clerk of the Privy Council. 
+ the Right Honourable the Lords of his Majeſty's moſt Hos 
| nourable Privy Cound. 


12 My Lonps, 

* Having now endured, dy your Lordtbips orders 
SEVEN MONTHS impriſonment, cloſe impri ſonment, and 
feeling as I do, proudly conſcious of innocence, and in- 
dignantly ſenſible of the cruelty and injuſtice of my ſuf- 


ferings, I truſt that I betray no unwarrantable impatience 
when I anxiouſly requeſt, that I may be brought to TRIAL 


for the crime of which I am accuſed, and be reſtored to 


my family, purified from the ſuſpicion of that which my _ 


foul abhors. 
When your Lordſhips, in eotfoyuench of an infor- 
mation upon oath, ordered the committment of thoſe who 
| had been thus accuſed, I held a ſituation which, with my 
buſineſs as a bookſeller, I was enabled to ſupport a wife and 
four young children, an aged and * —_— deprived 
of the power of procuring a livelihood, | 
« That ſituation, by impriſonment I have entirely 


LOST, my trade (by the long detention of my goods by . 


your Lordſhips) has been moſt materially injured, and in 


conſequence, I and-my family muſt have' periſhed with 


old f 82 want, had it not been for the kind aſſiſtance af- 
: forded 


1 31 


forded by the members of che London Correſponding 80 


ciety. 
 « ABOVE FIVE 3 was I impriſoned in that part 
of Newgate which has been appropriated to the worſt 
malefactors, to which no one could obtain acceſs but 
by paſling through the middle yard where the convicted 
felons are kept. 

« The room in which I was lodged had no other fur- 
niture than one chair and a fable, with a bed laid on the 
Juoor in one corner: the caſements of the windows were co- 


vered with paper, which the inclement weather ſoon tore 


away, leaving me expoſed to all the ſeverity of a winter 
more dreadful than perhaps has been known in this coun- 
try in the memory of man. An alarming diſeaſe Was 
the conſequence, but no change of treatment followed. 
I Rill ſuffered the ſame expoſure to froit and ſnow, nor 
did I obtain a removal from this dungeon of miſery until 
a medical gentleman (Mr. Parkinſon) had declared to 


your Lordſhips, that my continuance in that place might 


deprive me of my life; then my removal was ordered to 
an apartment more warm and commodious. This, my 
Lords, has been my ſituation; I have undergone ſuffer- 
ings which only could have been ju/tified if inflicted as a 
puniſhment on one who had actually committed that crime 

of which I am only accuſed, and of which. I firmly be- 
lieve your Lordſhips are ſatisfied of my innocence. 


At preſent, my Lords, my chief ſufferings proceed 


from my anxiety to clear myſelf from the abominable 


imputation of being an aſſaſſin, and from the diſtreſs 1 


endure from a knowledge of the calamities experienced 


by my INNOCENT FAMELY.. To remove or leſſen theſe 
unmerited ſufferings no means can be had recourſe to but 


by confronting me with my accuſer, that I may expoſe 
his perjury and his atrocious and ſnguinery malignity. 
* 7 0 60 Ted.” 
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© Such is my 8 to convince my countrymen of 


my own innocence and that of my fellow ſufferers; that 
ſhould your Lordſhips not find it convenient, to afford me 


| the opportunity I aſk, I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 


ſtating, BY THE PRESS, the injuries which three men 
have ſuſtained by a-cruel procraſtination of that TRIAL, 
which muſt clear them of any ſuſpicion of participation 


in a plot too ridiculous for ſerious inveſtigation, were it 


not employed for the infamous. purpoſe of wreaking a 


cruel revenge/on thoſe whoſe real crime has been too 


great a zeal and activity in endeavouring to promote 
thoſe meaſures which they conceived 'to be moſt likely 
to contribute to the happineſs of their fellow citizens. 

I know but too well, that your Lordſhips, in conſe- 
quence of the SUSPENSION of the HABEAS CORPUS ACT, 
poſſeſs the power of withholding that which /F our laws 
were not thus ſuſpended I ſhould demand as the right of 
an Engliſhman. As it is, I prefer my claim on the prin- 


: Ciples' of immutable juſtice, which decrees my puniſh- 


ment, 1f guilty, and a remuneration for the injuries! 1 
have ſuſtained if innocent. | ; 


am with that reſpect which every good citizen 


ſhould owe to the choſen counſellors of the King, 
| “% Your Lordſhips' moſt obedient _ 


. Humble ſervant, | 

5 « JohN SMITH.” 
State ſide of Newgate, YE hore 
April 23, 1795+ | | ks 


On dhe 28th he waczinformed by Mr. Parkinſon, at the 


requeſt of Secretary Ford, that a milder letter would pro- 


cure his immediate releaſe, upon any bail whatever. In 


eonſequence of this, the following Warn wok 
| pines between WG. and Ford. e 


3 


c 


; „ 
Newgate April 28, 1755 
STATE SIDE, 
rc: Sin, 

« Having ſent a DP on the 23d inſt. to the Lords 
of the Privy Council, through the means you mentioned, 
(and not receiving any anſwer) J have to beg the favour 
you will deliver the incloſed to their Lordſhips. By 

« I remain your obedient humble ſervant, 


« JOHN SMITH.” '0 


\ 


- 4 
—— ” 
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To Rickard Ford, 0. 


To the Right a the Lords of tas 2 TY 
|  - Honourable Y Council. 


66 My Lops, 

« This day completes the ſeventh month of my con- 
fiocaent; and although a conſciouſneſs of my Ss 
is to me a, conſiderable relief under my ſufferings, yet 
my family is languiſhing for the ſupport which an induſ- 
trious father uſed to furniſh them. I therefore again take 
the liberty to claim of your Lordſhips either that I maß 
be, ſubjected to a trial, or elſe liberated from à ſituation - 
which I truſt no action of my life could Ru. either 
juſt or neceſſary. | 0 ! 
« ] am your Lordſhips „ RW 

66 Moſt obedient humble fervant, | 

| « JOHN SMITH.” - - 


Newgate, State ide; ES | ; 
April 28, 1795. | | 55 


P | Whitchall, ue 5: 305 1795. 
* | AER 
I have received your FOR of ihe 48th inſt which 4 
will lay before the Lords of the Privy Council to-morrow 
IO the earlieſt opportunity which occurs, and com- + 
| THEE: municate 
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Mr. John Smith, | 
Bookſeller, Newgate. 


U 36 1 


municate "he reſult of your apefication to you as ſoon 


as poſſible. 


* 1 am, Sir, your PR OR ſervant, ' 


* RICHARD FORD. 8 


A few days after another letter was brought to Smith 
from Juſtice Ford, which convinced him that the privy- 
council had received his former letters, that it dallied with 
his feelings, and looked upon the diſtreſs of a priſoner as 
of no conſequence. What are the ſwiniſh multitude ? 
Let them rot in priſons. Is it for men of rank to an- 


ſwer the letters of low people? Yet it is conſidered as a 


great affront, if one gentleman does not anſwer the letter 
of another; and theſe privy-councillors would, in the ſame 


ſituation, have been highly. offended, if their applications 
had been treated for above a month with contemptuous 
ſilence. Vet de ſpotiſm itſelf is not always ſo inſolent. 


The late King of Pruſſia, the moſt arbitrary monarch in 
Europe, never received a petition or complaint from the 


meaneſt of his ſubjects, to which he did not reply within 
a few days; and no miniſter under him dared to keep 
back from his peruſal a ſingle letter. 

Juſtice Ford's ſecond letter was couched in the follow- 
ing words: — | h 


Wintehall, May 2, 1795- 
Sr, 
31 have ſubmitted to the Logds of his Majeſty s Privy- 
council your letter of the 28th of April laſt; and I am 
directed by their Lordſhips to ſignify to you, that as you 


cannot be immediately tried for the charge upon which 
you are at preſent in confinement, they do not think it 
improper to accede to your application of the 28th of 


March laſt, * your _ bailed, upon your en- 


tering 


— 


| E 
tering into a recognizance of 200l. with two ſureties in 
50l. each, for your perſonal appearance to anſwer ſuch, 
indictment as may be found againſt you on account of, 
luek charge. | 


* 


a I am, Sir, 
« Your obedient humble ſervant, 


: | « RICHARD FORD.” 
Mr. John Smuth, Newgate. 


In conſequence of this letter, Smith procured the bail 
required, and was on the gth of May, 179 5: , diſcharged from 
his confinement. 

The form of the diſcharge was ſimilar to that of Hig- 
gins. It would have been here inſerted ; but after repeated 
application, Smith was not able to get a copy of it from 
the keeper of Newgate. 

The privy-council was ſtill in \ poſſeſſion of his property; 
and however ſmall the value of it may appear to men in 
high life, to a perſon ruined by a long confinement, twelve or 
fourteen pounds are objects of conſiderable i importance. He 
applied therefore to Juſtice Ford for his property, and 
was directed by him to write to the privy-council for 
bis books and papers. 

4 


The e Was made in the following words: — 


No. 1, Portſmouth-Street, Lincoln's Ton Fields, 
« My Lops, 
„ am deſired by Mr. Ford to apply to your Lord- 


ſhips for the reſtoration of my books, pamphlets, papers, 


&c. which were taken from my houſe on the 28th of 


September, 1794, by the Boweſtreet runners, I take this | 


opportunity 
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opportunity to requeſt that you will give orders to Mr. 


Ford and Mr. White to return the ſame. 
I am your Lordihips obedient ſervant, 
« JOHN SMITH.? 
To the Lords of has Majeſty's s Moſt Hon. 
| Prevy-Councul, Fuly 3 1795. 
By favour of Rich. Ford, 3 


Whitchall, July 3, 1795» 

l Si 3 
1 have received the favour of your letter of this day's 
date, reſpecting your papers which were taken under a 
warrant from the Duke of Portland, on a charge of ſuſpi- 
cion of High Treaſon; and I have tranſmitted the ſame 
to the Clerk of the Privy-council, with a requeſt that he 
will, as ſoon : as 3 ſubmit 2 ſame to their Lord- 
_ p | 

J am, Sir, 

« Your obedient 3 8 


« RICHARD FORD.” | 


RE P. ON The moment I have an anſwer, I will inform 
you of the reſult.” 


Some days after Miller « came to Smith's houſe, and in- 
formed him, that by going to the privy+council with him 


any day, the property ſhould be reſtord. A few days after 
they went together to the privy-council, and a part only of 
the property was delivered up to him; for which he 


| gave the following e 


Received of John Miner, one of hs 2 1 the 
public office in Bow-ſtreet, a large canvas bag contain- 
ing part of a number of pamphlets, which were ſeized 
by him in September under a warrant from the. Duke of 


Portland. 
er JOHN SMITH.” 


: 4 16 1795. 
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Application was ſome time after made for che remainder, 


in conſequence of which Smith received the two follow: ing 
letters: | 


 Wiitclall, July 28, 1795. 
«© SIR, : 

& In conſequence of your having mentioned to me that 
amongſt the papers taken at your houſe, there were many 
of a private nature, and of importance to you in your bu- 
ſineſs, I have applicd to the Privy Council, in whoſe 
poſſeſſion they have been ſince the ſeiznre, to have them 


delivered into my care, and this morning I have received 


them from that office—if, therefore, you will appoift 


any morning, between twelve o'clock. and three, that 


is convenient to you, and let me know, you ſhall have an 
opportunity of look ing over hee,” and of taking away 
ſuch as are above alluded to, | 

« ] am, Sir, 


bs Vour obedient bamble ſervant, 

e « RICHARD FORD.” 
Mr. John Smith, | os 
Portſmouth-ſtret. 


- - => * 


Whatehall, Aug 2013, 1795- 
i SIR, 19 85 


« Some time ſince I wrote you word, that inbcouſe.” 


quence of your deſire to have ſome of your papers re- 
ſtored to you which was material in your buſineſs, I 
had applied to the Lords of the Privy Council to have 


them delivered to me, in order that you might ſeleQ. ſuch 
as came under that deſcription, but not having received = 
any anſwer to my letter, in which I deſired you to fix 


ſome day moſt convenient to come here to ſee them, I 
am apprehenſive t that it may not haye come to your hands, 
„ | 5 J there - 
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Mr. John Smith. 


houſe, 


have thought themſelves authoriſed to detain ſo Jong the 


14 ]: 


7 therefore tas you this intimation, and ſhall be ready to 


fee you any time you will fix. 
J am, Sir, 
« Your obedient humble n | 


« RICHARD FORD.” 


To the lattet the following anſwer was ſent. 

| ' Portſmouth-ſtrett, Auguſt 4, 1795. 
Bnet, Six, : „ 
„J am ſorry you had the trouble to write again, I 
had juſt ſat down to write to you when your letter of yeſ- 


terday came to hand; I will wait on you to-morrow be- 


tween the hours of twelye and three o'clock—particular 


buſineſs hindered me waiting on you before. 


c [ am your obedient ſervant, 


3 60 JOHN SMITH,” 
To Richard Ford, Efq. | 


 Dule of Portland's Offce hich, 


Smith and Miller went together to the office, where 


he received ſome more of his property, for which he again 


gave a receipt ſome what ſimilar. to the former. 


| | Auguſt 5th, 1595. 
« Received of Mr. Miller two bags, containing part of 


the papers which were taken by him, under a warrant 


from the Secretary of State in September laſt, from my 


N 40 JOHN SMITH.” 


Thus he at aft regained palſoſtion of the greater part i 
of his property, but for the reſt, the perſons who ſeized 7 


it mult be conſidered as reſponſible until the time ſhall 
eome for an enquiry into the conduct of thoſe men who 


pro- 


. 8 
property of an individual whom they had treated in other 


refpects, with ſo much inhumanity. 


From the narrative above given, . the myſtery of the 
pretended plot might be eaſily unravelled, but the ſubje& 


will be placed in a ſtill clearer point of view by the exa- 


mination of that worthy citizen who did not ſcruple te 
come forward, in the mid{t of danger, and aſſert, before 
the Privy Council, the innocence of the ſuppoſed conſpi- 
rators. | 3 | 
The accounts of this examination was given to Smith 
in compliance with his requeſt, in the following letter: 


To Mr. Smith, Bookſeller, Portſmouth-Street, Lincoln's Inn 
Fields. | 


I ammuch pleaſed to find, it is your intention to make 
your caſe ſoon public. It can, indeed, afford you no 
recompenſe for the cruel injuries you have ſuſtained ; 
but it, will yield you the ſatisfaction of knowing that 
you have performed your duty, in expoſing to the people 
the conduct of ther ſervants, in an affair which was pre- 
tended, by them, to have menaced the life of the King, 
and which did actually place in jeopardy the lives of three 
innocent men, for nearly eight months. 

« The requeſt you make of ſurnithing you with an ac- 
count of as much of the buſineſs, and of the conduct of 
miniſters, as came within my knowledge, I readily com- 
ply with. Nor am I, I acknowledge, without ſome de- 
ſire, on my own account, that the public ſhould be in 
polleſſion of all the particulars; for, in conſequence of 
moſt of the newſpapers having ſtated the circumſtance 
of my examination before the Privy Council, rumour had 
declared me to have been implicated with you in the 
horrible plot. —A near relation actually received a condola- 

G N tory 


» 


„ 


tory viſit from a friend, who had heard, from various per- 
ſons, tha. J was in double ꝛrons in Newgate, in conſequence 
of the charge againſt us having been completely made out. 
A diſpoſition well known to be. averſe from every 
ſpecies of cruelty was no longer ſufficient to ſave me from 
the deteſtable character of an aſſaſſin. ReevBLican, 
DEuoc Rar, and LEVELLER, were diſtinctions with 
which J had for ſome time been favoured, in common 
with every one who had reprobated the preſent accurſed 
war, waged againſt mankind. — I would have ſaid, by 
Kings, but that appearances juſtify the ſuſpicion, that, be- 
fore this letter has paſſed through tlie preſs, our own may 
be the only Monarch engaged 1n this miſerable and de- 
ſtructive cruſade. As I fully believe that —Titles without 
merit are truly deſpicable, J experienced a conſiderable de- 
oree of exultation, on reflecting that titles, ſo abſolutely 
honourable, were not beſtowed on me without my having 
fully merited them. My pretenſions were founded on having 
adopted as undeniable principles that the happineſs of a 
nation can only be aſſured, where the PuBLic WEAI is 
more attended to, than filling the coffers of thoſe whom 
gaping folly points at as DEMI-Gops, but whom wiſdom 
and reflection diſtinguiſh as IMT ERIAL BuTcnarRrs*— 
that THE tat ſhould be E 1 by their actual Re- 
_ prefentalivts, 


DEATH, hanging up the quiver Nature gave him, 
As flow of execution, for diſpatch 
Sends forth IMPERIAL BUTCHERS; bids then lay 
Their ſheep (the filly ſhezp they fleeced before), 
And toſs him twice ten thouſand at a meal. 
Sit all YOUR exccutioners on, THRONES». 
With YOU can rage for plunder make a GOD, +» 
And bloo .ithed wath out every other ſtain? 
. | Dr. You x6. 

In a ſuppoſed addreſs from an inhabitant of the Earth to ag, 

imaginat; being of 4 foreign, unte rreſtrial ſphere, | 
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Preſentatives, at the forming of thoſe laws which difpoſe 
both of their lives and properties and that ſuch equal 
laws ought to be eſtabliſſied as may enable TIIE POOR 


to emerge from milery ; and riſe, by the fair exer- 


to ſituations more appropriate to human beingst. Having aſ- 
ſerted, at every fair and proper opportunity, my full belief 
in theſe articles of a political creed, which muſt appear ex- 
ceedingly heterodox to the admirers of arbitrary power, virtual 
repreſentalion, and ariflocratic tyranny, it is not to be wondered 
that they ſhould eonſign me to the perſecutions of ſlander, 
and declare me guilty of intending to kill the King, or 
to commit any crime of even OECD magnitude, 

„I hope your zeal will not involve you in freſh dangers. 
You have, I truſt, aſcertained the ſafety of publiſhing your 
account before the diſcharge of your bail : for although, 
as will preſently appear, Mr. Ford pointed out to me the 
particular marks by which Ar. Pile, and the reſt of the 


duced before them, as evidence againſt you, were forged, 


* The foregoing paſſage is by no means pretended to be equal in 


mond. © [It is from THE PEOPLE AT LARGE, ſays theilluſtrious- 
«© Puke, that I expect any good. And I am convinced, that the 
« only way to make them feel that they are really concerned in the 
© bulineſs, is to contend for their full, clear, and indiſputable rigbis of 
« UNIVERSAL REPRESENTATION.” — See Duke of Richmond's 
Letter to Col. Sharman—Sold by the Publiſher in Portſmouth-ſtreet. 
+ Juſtice to the democratic ſpirit of his Grace the Duke of Richmond 


demanded the preceding Note, A ſimilar tribute is due to the le- 
velling ſpirit of Arthur Young, Eſq. who, previouſly to his being 


appointed Secretary to the Board of Agriculture, propoſed, among 


other wiſe and liberal changes—** the utter deſtruction of ALL 


game made property, and belonging to the poſſeſſor of ONE 


* ACRE, as much as to him who has A THOUSAND.” See 
Arthur Youngs Travels, p. 550. 


G 2 | for 


ciſe of the powers with which nature has endowed them, 


Privy-council, had been convinced, that the letters pro- 


democratic ſpirit to the celebrated declaration of the Duke of Rich- 


_ © monopoles, and among them of ALL charters and corporations; 
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for the purpoſe of your deſtruction ; and conſequently, 
that no doubts were entertained by them of your inno- 
cence; yet you. muſt hold in recollection, that there are 
men whom no ſenſe of juſtice can bind, when reſentment 
or policy calls for victims. 

The firſt intelligence I received of your being appre- 
hended was from the newſpapers. Although I ſincerely 
regretted the ſituation in which you and your fellow- 
ſufferers were placed, I could not forbear laughing at the 


account of a plot ſaid to have been formed by men, whom 1 


knew were at enmity with each other; and which pro— 
poſed the deſtroying of the King, in ſo public a place as 
the play-houſe, by an arrow, which was to be armed with 
a miraculous poiſon, and to be diſcharged from an air-gun, 


leiſurely levelled for aim, in the midſt of a crowded au- 
dience. I concluded ſuch a ſtory could not obtain a mo- 


ment's credit, and expected your immediate diſcharge. 
But when J learnt that the Privy- council were proceed- 
ing with as much ſolemnity in their examinations, as if 
their political, I mean their official ſituations, were at 
ſtake, I began to ſuſpect they had been alarmed into the 
belief of the filly tale. This ſuſpicion was however ſoon 
diſmiſſed, and the more probable conjecture forced itſelf 
on my mind that Miniſtry had ſeized on this abſurd ac- 
cafation as a fortunate circumſtance, which, if properly 
managed, might excite a ſufficient degree of fre/h alarm, to 
induce the public at large, but more particularly the Grand 
Jury, who were then fitting in examination of the bills 
prepared againſt Mellrs. Hardy, Tooke, Thetwall, &c. to 
believe that TREASON was actually abroad. I endea- 
voured in vain to chafe from my mind the idea that you 
and your fellow-priſoners were to be held out to the world 


às liable to be HANGED, DRAWN, and QUARTERED,, for 


your zmputed crimes, the more certainly to ſecure - to 


| Meſſrs. Hardy, Tooke, Dann, &. the ſame puniſh- 


ment 
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ment, for copying the beſt action of the whole of the po- 


litical lives. of thoſe apoſtates, Mr. Pitt and the DO of 


Richmend. 


Convinced of your innocence, and willing. that mi- 
nifters ſhould not have it in their power to plead igno- 
rance, I reſolved to ſtate thoſe circumſtances which had 
produced that conviction, to the Privy-cormca/. I there- 
fore had their Lordſhips informed, that I was willing, 
even on oath, to inform them of ſuch facts as had come 
to my knowledge reſpecting your connection with Upton, 


your accuſer. In conſequence of this ] received the follow - 


ing letter: 


(Cor v.) 
Council-office, Whitehall, Of. 4, 1794. 


“Sie, 


« ] am directed by the WES, of his Majeſty's moſt 
honourable Privy Council, to acquaint you, that their 
Lordſhips require your attendance. on Tueſday next, 
at ten o'clock, at the Council-chamber, Whitehall, in 
order that you may be examined, and give your teſti- 


mony on certain matters now pending before the 
board. 


ee | 20s; Hoe; 
« Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 


7 W. FAWKENER.:” 


Mr. Pariznfon, Hoxton. 


At the appointed time I attended at Whitehall, and 


their Lordſhips being engaged in another examination, 


T waited about half an hour in the anti-chamber, where 
I diſcovered Upton alſo. After ſome little time a perfon 


came out of the Council-chamber and enquired for a 


meſſenger to fetch Uptor's wife. . No meſſenger being to 


de found, Upton offe red his ſervices, and, with allet 


ment, 


— i II none 
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ment, I ſaw this man, the accuſer of three men of high 
treaſon, and himſelf a ſuppoſed conſpirator againſt the life 
of the King, leave the room to walk the ſtreets alone, and 
confer with whomever he might chooſe. 

Immediately on being called into the Council-chamber, 
one of the clerks, in conſequence of a ſign made by Mr. 
Pitt, put a book into my hand; upon opening it and 
diſcovering it was the N:zw Teftameiit, I cloſed it again 
and laid it on the table. Mr. Pitt riſing immediately 
from his ſeat, and addreſſing me rather ſternly, ſaid, 
« What is that for, Sir?” and to the clerk, in an impe- 
rative tone, ** Adminiſter the oath.” But not being 
diſpoſed to take the oath with ſo little conſideration, the 
following dialogue took place: 

P. My Keds previous to taking an oath, I muſt beg 
to be informed on what points I am to be examined ? 

Mr. Pitt (in a ſoſtened tone) © That, Mr. Par'inſon is 
impoſſible. | 

A. My reaſon for making that requeſt is, becauſe if I 
am to be examined reſpecting the buſineſs of Smt, Ie 
Maztre, Higgs, and Upton, I ſhall, with the utmoſt wil- 
lingneſs, deliver my teſtimony on oath ; but if my exa- 
mination is to extend to any other matters, I muſt de- 
cline the oath. 

Mr. Pitt. It is not in your power, nor is it in ours, 
Mr. Parlinſon, to make ſuch a diſtinction. You are Here 
to anſwer certain queſtions reſpecting matters of the ig liel 
emportance to the late, in which any reſervation on your 
part will at leaſt be highly improper. 

Mr. Att. Gen, Conſider, Sir, you are now before the 
hagheſt court in this kingdom. 

A. If I thought your Lorſhips would confine your 
interrogatories: to the buſineſs of the þprotended plot, 1 
thouje be ready to take the oath directly. 


Mr. P tts 


1 


Mr. Pitt. Then I will tell you, Mr. Parlinſon, that 


the buſineſs on which you were required to attend, is 
-that of Mr. Upton's ; but your own good ſenſe will tell 
you that in the performance of our duty, we cannot en- 
gage to confine our queſtions to any ſpecific matter; 
ſince that may ariſe, in your anſwers, which may render 
it neceſſary to put ſuch queſtions as may not appear to 
apply immediately to that buſineſs. 

A. Well, my Lords, as it is on the buſineſs of Upton 
on which I am to be examined, I am ready to take the 
oath, your Lordſhips allowing me to object to certain 
queſtions. 

Aye, aye, very well, very well, was heard from every 
part of the table. The Attorney General ſaying in a 
very tow tone of voice, © You will not be aſked to r- 
minate yourſelf.” To which I anſwered in the ſame 
tone, There is no queſtion you can put can produce 
an anſwer to criminate me. | 

The oath being adminiſtered, after ſome unimportant 
queſtions, Mr. Pitt aſked © Do you know Smith ? 

A. I do. | 

Mr. Pitt. How long have you known him? 

A. I believe about two years. 


I was proceeding, 


when Mr, Pitt ſaid, ſpeak flower, Mr. Parkinſon, fe 


that the clerk may take down your words. 

A. Af you pleaſe, Sir. But I think I could ſuggeſt a 
better mode of examination to their Lordſhips. 

Mr. Pitt. Ha | What—what is that? | 

A. That your Lordſhips will allow me to give you 
an uninterrupted detail of what I know, ſubje& to your 
ſubſequent examination. I am ſure it will fave both 
your Lordſhips and myſelf much time and trouble. 


to you. 


All 


Mr. Pitt.— Very proper, Sir; we ſhall be much 3 
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All their Lordſhips aſſenting, I proceeded to inform 
them of what had come to my knowledge, in nearly 
theſe words : — | 

On receiving a meſſage from Smith, by Burks, requeſt- 
ing me to attend the Committee of Correſpondence of 
the London Correſponding Society, I went there ; and on 
finding the Committee engaged im promoting ſubſcrip- 
tions for the wives and children of ſuch perſons who were 
confined in the Power and in Newgate, on Charges of 


High Trealon, I willingly lent my aſſiſtance. On the 


rſt evening I met the Committee, Higgins ſtated 
that he was ſorry to have heard a very difagreeable cir- 


cumitance with reſpect to Upton, who 1 found was one 


of the perſons appointed to receive ſubſcriptions; and 
upon his ſay ing, it was that he had been reported to have ſet 
fare to his houſe in Cold Bath Fields, Hodgſon obſerved, 
that he had heard a ſimilar report. Smith and Higgins 
were therefore directed to make the neceſſary enquirics, 
reſpecting the character of Upton, againſt the next meet- 
ing. At the next meeting they reported, that they found, 
by enquiries on the ſpot, he had been ſtrongly ſuſpected of 
the crime ; and that in the courſe of their enquiries they 
had heard ſo many diſagreeable imputations againſt him, 
that they thought; he ought not only to be removed as a 
receiver of ſubſcriptions, but from the Society entirely. 
Smith alſo reported, that Upton had called of him, and 
appeared much irritated. Metcalfe was therefore di- 


| rected to draw up a letter, deſiring Upton to with- 


draw himſelf, which he accordingly wrote and ent. 
Soon after a letter from Upton to the General Com- 
mittee was referred to the Committee of Correſpondence, 
in which he denied the truth of the accuſations againſt 
him, ſaying, that the Grand Jury had thrown out the bill 
which had been preferred againſt him : he therefore de- 


manded that his accuſer might be made known to him, 


10 J] 


aud that they might be brought face to face. About this 
ſame time the General Committee alſo received an anony- 


mous letter, ironically ridiculing their ſuſpecting men upon 


light grounds. This being acknowledged to be written 
by Upton, I underſtand that Le Maitre made againſt him 
a motion of expulſion or cenſure; by which, I was in- 
formed, he was ſo incenſed, as to employ very violent 
language towards him (Le Maitre); and on the ſame 
evening, I believe, Higgins obſerving, that if the 
Committee were not quick in their proceedings, Up— 


ton would moſt probably hop off, Upton immediately 


replied, that Higgins was a raſcal, and that he ſhould be 


revenged of him, for he meant to ridicule him for his na- 
tural infirmity (lameneſs). Higgins declared, that he had 
meant no alluſion thereto, and was very ſorry he had em- 
ployed ſo improper an expreſſion. The anger of Upton, 
[I underſtood, did not however appear to be abated in con- 


ſequence of this acknowledgement. This account was 
delivered to me, and as J imagined the anger of Upton _ 
had been excited, in the firſt inſtance, by the letter of 


Metcalfe's being written in too harſh and offenſive a man- 
ner, I gave it as my opinion, that he had a right to an 
anſwer to his former letter; and although I knew nothing 


of the man, I conjectured that he would comply with the 


requeſt, if made in milder terms. I was therefore deſired to 
draw up a letter, containing ſuch a requeſt. ThisI willing- 

ly complied with, ſaying, that they could do no good, if 
they did not clear themſelves from nen of bad moral cha- 
raters, This letter I put into the hands of Beck, who 
delivered it to Upton on the Thurſday evening ; and on 
the following Saturday and Sunday, Higgins, Smith, and 


Le Maitre, were apprebended on a charge of High Trea- 
ſon, pen by Upton. 


. Mr. Attorney- 
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Mr. Attorney-General.— Mr. Parkinſon, yon have talen 
ſome pains to ſhew the exiſtence of animoſity between Un- 
ton and theſe men? 

A. I have ta en pains to ſay nothing but the truth. 

Mr. Attorney-General. —But do you mean to ſay that you 
never heard of a reconciliation having taken place between 
Le Maitre and Upton ? 

A. I recolle& I heard it ſlightly mentioned. 

Mr. Attorney-General. — Then Wy: not mention it in 
your narrative ? 

A. In part, becauſe I was engaged in endeavouring to 


relate all that had come within my own knowledge; think- 
ing that was of more conſequence than hear-ſay evi- 


dence. 

Mr. Attorney-General — But this, Sir, was of much 
conſequence, ſince Upton cannot be ſuppofed to have acted 
in the ſame manner when reconciled, as when at enmity 
with Le Maitre. Now, Sir, on the oath you have taken, 
anſwer me, why did you not ſtate that in your narra- 
tion ? | 
A. For the fame reaſon as I omitted another important 
circumſtance, it did not occur to my recollection I am 
ſure if you with to make it appear, from my omiſſion of 
that circumſtance of which you complain, that I have a 
deſire to give a partial evidence, and to have it ſuppoſed, 
their enmity was greater than 1t really was, their Lord- 


ſhips will acquit me of any ſuch intention, ſince if that 
other circumitance which J allude to was put in the other 


ſcale, it muſt weigh this down. 

Here a nobleman, the ſoft eaſineſs of whoſe counte- 
nance led me to ſuppoſe him to be lis Grace the Dube of 
Portland, interrupted the examination, by laughingly ex- 
claiming, „That's very fair.” 

Mr. Pitt,—W hat other circumſtance do. you allude to. 


Mr. Parkinſon ? | 
: A. That 


Et 


A. That of Upton's having twice challenged Ie Maztr: 
10 ficht him with piſtols; firſt in Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
and then in Soho S juare. | | 

Mr. Attorn-y-General. —Then you acknowledge to have 
heard of this reconciliation ? 

A. I heard it very ſlightly mentioned, 

Mr. Attorney-General — Lou heard no particulars reſpect- 
ing it! 

A. None. 

Mr. Attorney-General. —Did you not hear of their being 
reconciled over a couple of bottles of wine ? 

A. No. | 

Mr. Attorney-General. Nor that Mr. K-ys, the coun- 
ſellor was preſent ? 

A. No, -. 

Mr. Attorney-General. Nor Mr. Pearce ? 

A. No. 


Queſtion by one of their Lordſiaps.—You mentioned juſt 


+ 
* 


now that you wiſhed them to get rid of thoſe members 


whoſe moral characters were bad. Ty whom did you 
allude ? 

A. I knew very few indeed of the ſociety, but T meant 
it as a general caution. —If I alluded to any individuals 
it muſt have been to Upt.n, Groves, and Metcalfe. — To 
Metcalfe, however I alluded not from having heard any 
thing againſt his moral character, but from my ſuſpicions 
that he was a ſþy employed by government. Groves I 
had been told was the afſociate of government runners and 
Bow-ſtreet thief-takers. — Of Upton, I have already 
ſpoken. 


Mr. Altorney- General. . you know Mr. Hill, the 


turner ? 
A. I have ſeen him three or four times. 
Mr. Attorney-General. —Inform their Lordſhips, what 
you know of him, as far as reſpects this buſineſs. 
H 2 5 A. Soon 
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A. Soon after the apprehending of J. Maitre, Smith, 
and Iliggins, Bums informed me that Hill had called at his 
houſe, and had expreſſed great anxiety in conſequence of 


having turned a piece of wood, for a member of the So- 


a/ty, which he feared might bring him into trouble. — 
This account firſt induced me to ſuſpe& that there might 
be ſame foundation for this tale, which I had hitherto 
ridiculed as fraught with abſurdity and impoſſibility. 
I therefore went three times that day to ſeek Hill, but 


11 . . . o 
did not find kim until the evening a out eleven o'clo-k. 


I then aſked him what he had done that ſo alarmed him, 


| he replied that he had turned a bit of wood like a ruler 


to caſt from, with marks to ſhew it was to be caſt hol- 
low ; the man who brought it was a member of the S0- 
ciety, but did not tell his name, nor what it was for, nor 
did he pay him for it. Hill's manner was ſo {trange, 


either from ignorance or reſerve, that I ſaid little more; 


Mr. Powell, of CGooige-ftreet, who accompanied me, ob- 
ſerved that this perſon might poſſibly be Goſling, and 
the whole might be a wick to throw a reflection on the 
Society, and that therefore Hill ought be ſhewn Golling. 
—We then left Hill. 


I hope your Lordſhips will excuſe the 1 


but I cannot help remarking, that it is ſtrange you {hould 
not have been furniſhed with pronfs of theſe men's in— 
nocence at the firſt; ſince there is a perſon who knew all 
the particulars I have related, and has, I believe, wry 
eaſy acceſs to your Lordſhips. - I mean Mr, AMetcalſe. And 
here is the addreſs of a perſon who is willing to inform 
your Lordſhips of what he knows: of that buſineſs, he is 


"4 conſtant attendant on both Committees and is a very 


intelligent perſon. 
gave the card containin g the addreſs) 
Mr. Mor. Gen. Is this your hand-writing, Mr. Par- 
kinſon, at the back! 
i felt 


80 


1 


I felt directly the inſidiouſneſs of this queſtion, as T had 
been informed that their Lordſhips were in poſſeſſion df a 

conſiderable quantity of papers in my hand writing , par- 
_ ticularly the copy of a letter to that juſtly celebrated pleader 
Nr. Thomas Erstine, which their Lordſhips had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of only the Thurſday before, in which I had 
characteriſed thoſe men who had deſerted their former 
political friends and principles, to obtain places of profit, 
as “ Public robbers, who had only put on the garb of 
«« patriotiſm, the better to enable themſelves to ſecure 
their ſhare of the public ſpoil.” I, however, enter- 
taining no apprehenſions from any thing I had written, 


anſwered with a ſmile more expreſſive of commer than 
ſatisfaction, 


A. It is. 


Air. Altor. Gen. Why did you put theſe two names at 


the back ? 


A. Only for a memorandum I had learnt that Mr. 
Williams had heard Mr. Puſey aſſert that Upton had 


ſhewn to him at one of the diviſions, part of a machine, 


the reſt of which was concealed under his coat, and had 


ſaid, „ This is what will or would do GR OHRGOx's buſi- 

neſs.” Wiſhing to aſcertain the truth of this cir- 
cumſtance, and to furniſh your Lordſhips with every 
particular I could obtain, I took down their names and 


called of Mr. Williams as I came along, but he was not 
at home. 


Q. When did": you ſee Pearce ? 
A. Laſt Thurſday night. 

Q. Where 

A. In Fleet-ſtreet. 


Q. Did he ſay any PIR to you about the N of the 
Society? 


A. No. 
Q. Who has the Journal now ? 
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A. I know nothing about the Journal. 

Mr. 4tior. Gen. Conſider, Sir, you are upon your oath, 

A. Then, Sir, upon my oath, I know not that ſuch a 
thing either is or ever was in exiitence, 

Mr tor. Cen. You was invited to the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Attor. Gen. It was generally called the Secret Con- 
mittee, I believe. 

A. I never hcard it doſcribed as ſuch. Ujton once em- 
ployed the term, as a term of reproach, and was reproved 
for it. 

Mr. Attor. Gen, Who was you invited by ? 

A. By Smith, through the medium of Burks. 

Ar. Aitor. Gen. Who was the Secretary ? 

A. I hardly know; but I believe Burks was the ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

Mr. Attor, Gen. Do not you know that Smith was the 
real Secretary, and Burks only the nominal one ? 

A. I do not. | 

Ar. Attor. Gen. Why, will you fay that you do noi 
know of his having ſent twenty letters into the country of 
a night: 

A. I never knew of any ſuc}: circumſtance, 

Mr. Attor. Gen. Who kept the papers? 

A. Nr. Beck... 

Mr. Attor. Gen. When did you ſee him? 

A. Laſt night, 

Mr. Attor. Gen. Where. 

A. At my own houle. 

Mr. Allor. Gen. Where are thoſe papers now? 

A. Beck told me with regret, and with regret 1 heard 
it, that they were burnt. | 

Several of their Lord ſipbs. Burnt! Burnt! 


A. Yes, my Lords. 
= Ar. tors 


th 


ref 


E 
Mr. Attor. Cen. Where, Sir? 


A. Beck informed me, that as he did not chooſe to put 


himſelf in the cuſtody of the meſſengers, he had ordered 
one of his ſervants to bring them out of the houſe, having 
told him where they were ſecreted : but that he, finding it 
impoſſible from the mefſengers being in the houſe, had 
fooliſhly burnt them. 

Mr. Atior. Gen. Do you mean to ſay, that he was ſo 
watched that he could not get them out of the houſe, and 
yet could find an opportunity to burn them? 

Mr. Attor. Gen. When did you ſce Hoogfon | 2 

A. Laſt night. 

Q. Where did you ſee him? 

The Grand Jury having the day before found a bill 
for High Treaſon againſt Hodgſon, who choſe, rather 


than throw himſelf into priſon, aſſiduouſly to employ him- 


ſelf in collecting ſubſcriptions for the wives and children 
of thoſe impriſoned on charges of High Treaſon, and to 
attend occaſionally at the Sefions Houle, Clerkenwell, and 
the Old Bailey, which, though Jnſelf indicted, he ac- 


tally did as a viſitor, I objected to anſwering the | 


queſtion. Ls 

Mr. Pitt. What do you mean, Sir, you mult anſwer 
the queſtion ? | 

A. This queftion, any more than many others I have 7 
ready anſwered, can have no reference to the pretended 
plot. 

Mr. Pitt. That does not ſignify ; you are bound by 
the oath you have taken to anſwer it, —To Mr. Faw kener. 
Read the oath. 

(The oath read.) | 
M. Attor. Gen. You perceive, Sir, you have ſworn to 
true anſwer make to ſuch queſtions as ſhall be put to you, 
re ſpecting certain matters before this board. 


A. But: 
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A. But it was ſurely agreed that I was to object to cer- 
tain queſtions. — 

Mr. Attor. Cen. Yes, to ſuch as might criminate your- 
ſelf, and to thoſe only. 

Mr. Pitt (with great petulancy) Repeat the queſtion, and 
take down his anſwer. 

5 AMr Attor. Cen. Chuſe whether you wilt anſwer the 
queſtion, or take the conſequences of a refuſal. 

Mr. Pitt. Aye! Aye! 

* Mr. Allor. Gen. Now, Sir, where WP. you ſee Hodgſon ? 

A. I with not to behave with incivility towards your 
Lordſhips. But I muſt ſay, and that not without con- 
ſidering my-anſ{wer, that I am uſed exceedingly ill. 

Afr. Pitt, What can you mean, Sir; by whom? 

A. By this Board. My Lords, I underſtood I was to 
be interrogated reſpecting one particular matter, and the 
queſtion now put can have no reference to it. 

Ar. Pitt. Sir, you cannot object to this queſtion ? 

A. I conceive that [ can, and do on this ground alſo— 
That you ought not to put ſuch queſtions, the refuſi ng 
to anſwer which will imply crimination. 

Ar. Attor. Gen. Sir, you muſt anſwer the queſtion. 

One of their Lordſiips. Unleſs it will criminate 
yourſelf, 

A. My Lords, my legal gas] is but very — 2 
it chiefly conſiſts in knowing what was erime a few aw 
ago: but from the extraordinary circumſtances I have 
lately obſerved, I know not what may be now deemed 
crime or not. On that ground alſo I object to anſwering 
this queſtion. | | 


Mr. Attor. Gen. Then, Sir, you know that a bill was th 
found yeſterday, for High Treaſon againſt Hodgſon, by 
a Grand Jury of his countrymen ? 555 
A. I learned ſo from the public papers, and indeed, ki; 


from himſelf. 
Mr. {tors 


* 


1 


Afr. Atlor. Gen. Now, Sir, if after that you conceal 
him, you are guilty of Miſpriſion of Treaſon. 

A. That, Sir, I am aware of. 

Mr. Attor. Gen. Now, Sir, anſwer the queſtion ; but 
you are not wiſhed to criminate yourſelf ? 

A. Then, I ſaw him ix my own houſe. 

Mr. Attor. Gen. At what time? 

A. About eleven in the evening. 

Q. What did he come about ? 

A. Nothing particular ; he laughingly told me of the 
bill found againſt him. 

Q. At that time of the e think that was 5 
don't you ?—A. No. 

Q. Why, ke did not come to you in the way of 
your profeſſion, did he ?—A. No. 

Q. Why, do you have viſitors ever at that late hour? 

A. Yes, often my Lords, I ſit up late. 

Q. How long did he ſtay ? 

A. About ten minutes. 


Q. What place had he been at laſt before you faw 
him ? 


A. Muſt I inf that queſtion ? 

Mr. 2ttor. Gen. Yes, certainly. 

A. At a public-houſe, | 

Q. Where, there are many public-houſes ? 

A. In Shoreditch. 

Q. Whereabouts, Shoreditch i is a large place, is is it not? 

A. Near the church. 

Q. Near the church, Sir; but what ſign was it ? 

A. Am not quite ſure ; it was a public-houſe — 
the church. 

Q. Why, is there more than one? — A. Ves. 
Mr. Pitt. What ſign do Tm ſuppoſe it ws Mr. Par- 
kinſon? 


A. I think 
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A. I think it muſt have been either the King's rms, 
or the Star and Garter. 

[ Here Mr. Pitt wrote down a 1 w words on q ſit 10 of 
Vater, and carried them out of the room.] 

Q. Do you know where he is now ?—A. No. 

Q. Do you know where we can find him ? 

1 

Q. Have you heard many of Fa. ſongs ſung at the 

meetings of the Soctety ? 

A. No. I never was at more than one or two of thcir 
convivial mectings. | 

Q. You have heard, I ſuppoſe the ſopg of Plant, 
&« plant-the Tree? 

A. Never. 6 

Q. Do you know who is the author of that ſong | s 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Falmer ? 

A. I never ſaw him but once, to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Crosfeild? A. No. 

Q. Did you dine at the laſt dinner of the Con/%itu#onal 
Society? 

A. I did. 

Q. Were there not many members ef the London Cor- 
reſponding Society there ! f 

A. There were ſome that I knew. 

Q. Do you remember the toaſts ?—A. No. 

Q. Do you remember the toaſt —“ Succeſs to 4 arimies 
| fighting in the cauſe of liverty ?” 

A. I remember that perfectly well, 

Q. Did you drink that ? 

A. I do not know to a certainty—I did not drink 
all, being never diſpoſed to drink much wine—But I am 
molt inclined to think I did not paſs that toaſt. 

Mr. Attor. Gen. How did you underſtand that toaſt *? 

A. I un- 


ay 


1 59 J 
A. I underſtood it to be eguivocal. Since the well- 
wiſhers to the French would I ſuppoſe contend it meant 
their armies ; whilſt the friends of the combined armies 
would claim it likewiſe. 
Q. Pray, Sir, did you ever ſee one of theſe pamphlets ? 


[ The Vindication of the London W — ] 
A. Yes, my Lords. 


Q. Do you know the author? 
A. Exceedingly well.” 
Q. Whois the author? 
A. I object to the queſtion. 
Q. You cannot object to it unleſs it will criminate 
yourſelf, —Who is the author? 
A. I object to the queſtion. 


[ One of their Lord ips to Ar. Fawlener. Put down 


Re fuſes to anfwer, becauſe it will criminate himſelf. ] 
Irritated by this attempt to fo:zft the words of another 
into my examination, I ſtruck my hand on the table and 
ſaid My Lords, I claim that no words be inſerted in my 


examination as my anſwers but what proceeds from <4 


own lips I gave no ſuch reafon. 
[ Pnother of thar Lordſlaps.— Only put down refuſes 
to anſwer this queſtion. ] 
A. The queſtion, my Lords, is not' in HO rand 
contention. If put again I will anſwer it. | 
Q. Who is the author? 
A. I am the author. 
Q. You are the author. | 
A. I am the une. My 


Q. And pray, was this intended to be publiſhed | be- 
fore the trials! 


A. It was,—But on its "Os 8 I dellere by 
myſelf, that it might not be proper, it was reſolved M 


Rould not, the preſs was therefore ſtopped. 
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Q. How many were printed then? 

A. Only two hundred and fifty. 

Q. How many had been intended ? 

A. I think two thouſand. 

Q. Who printed them ?—A. Mr. Hodgfon. 

Q. What of Bell-Yard ? 

A. No, I muſt correct the laſt anſwer. It was Mr. 
Hawes. 

Mr. Pitt,—Pray, Mr. Or Ds how came you to be 
invited on this Committee ? 
A. Becauſe I believe they did me the honour to believe 
me firm in the cauſe C Mr. Pitt ſmiled) of Parliamentary 
Reform, and becauſe I had juſt publiſhed a little tract for 
the benefit of the wives and children of the perſons 1 im- 
pri ſoned on charges of High Treaſon. 

Mr. Atlor. Cen. Pray what was that? 

A. REvOLUTIONS without BLOOD-SHED. 

Q. That was yours too ?—A. It was. 
Q. Pray did you ever ſee one of theſe ? (La Guillotine 
Play-bill.)—A. Yes. 

Q. IT believe, Mr. Parkinſon, you know the author of 
this bill?—A. Indeed I do not. | 

Q. Where was it that this bill was ſhewn to you? 

A. It is ſo long ſince I had one given to me, for the fact 


is I have one in my poſſeſſion, that I neither know who 


gave it me, nor where I was when I received it. 

Q. What do you think of it, Mr. Parkinſon. 

J. P.—Am I to deliver my opinions too ? 

Ar. Attor. Gen. Yes, Sir. | 

A. Why, I. think it a a filty—ridiculous—and I may fay 
impudent thing. | 


Mr. Attor. Gen. You may ſay ſo indeed, And yet, after 


having ſeen this moſt infamous bill, you could become a 


member of a committee of this ſociety. 
| A. I know 


— — „ * 


1 


A. I know no connection, my Lords, that this bill, 
however infamous, can have with the Society. —I never 
underſtood it was written or publiſhed by any one belong- 
ing to the Society. 

Q. Do you not know the author? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know who printed it? — A. No. 

Q. Did you ever ſee this hand-bill before? — Small 
hand- bill.) -A. I think I have. | 

Q. Where? —A. I believe in Smith's ſhop —but per- 
mit me to look at it again. —I rather think, my Lars, 
I never ſaw it before. 97 

Q. What were the functions of this Committee e 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Not know—that is very ſtrange, is it not ? 

A. No. I never heard them defined. 

Q. So, after ſeeing this hand-bill, you could go into a 
Committee, che functions of which you knew nothing 
about ? 


A. I faid, my Lords, I believed I had not ſeen that 
hand-bill. 


Ar. Fawhkener here very ud interfered by read- 
ing my anſwer from his notes. ] 
Q. Well, well. —You could go into a Committee, 
without informing yourſelf of its functions? 
A. I did, becauſe I conceived myſelf not confined to 
it; I could have withdrawn myſelf if any thing had paſt 
in the Committee that I did not approve; but I ſaw no- 
thing of that kind I am therefore a member at the pre- 
ſent moment. : | 
Ar. Pitt. You oy withdraw. 
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ſeemed to evince an inclination to perform the duties of 


e Immediately upon quitting the Council- chamber, I 
teen to the Horſe- guards, at the requeſt of an almoſt 
di ſtracted mother, to make enquiries reſpecting her ſon, 


a lunatic patient of mine, and who had been enliſted in 


a newly-raiſed regiment, in that ſtate. From thence I 
went to Hemel Hempſted, in Hertfordſhire, where the 
regiment then was, but failed in obtaining his d ſcharge, 
although the medical gentleman of the place, as well as 
mylclf, certified his being a wolent and dangerous lunatic— 
In that ſhocking ſtate, bound in a ſtrait waiſteoat, he was 
therefore conveyed to Liverpool. I mention this circum- 
ſtance, becauſe, as it occaſioned my abſence from town for 
two or three days, I had not the opportunity of putting 
the foregoing examination to paper ſo early, or ſo per- 
fectly as I wiſhed — It however is, I helieve, very corre& 
in every material pa art. : 


On the 1oth of October I received the longs notice. 
IWhuehall, October 10, 1795. 
cc 4 

„I am directed by the Lords of his Majeſty's moſt 
honourable Privy Council, to defir2 you will attend at 
the Duke of Portland's oifice on Monday next, at one 
o'clock, in order to enter into a recognizance to appear 
and give evidence at the trials of Upton, Le Maitre, 
Higgins and Smith, committed on ſuſpicion of High 
1reaſon. CREE 
| . age am, Sir, 
60 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


10 RICHARD FORD.” 
Ar. Parkinſon, 
No. 1. Hoxton "i | 


I accordingly attended at the Duke of Portland's office, 
when, I muſt inform you, the conduct of Mr. Ford 


his 


ans 


'E 3: 3 


his office in a manner, the leaſt offenſive to your feelings 
and the leaſt injurious to your intereſts; he particularly 
regretted, that he had it not in his power to return your 
property, which your wife had juſt demanded, and for 
leave to reſtore which he had, he ſaid, APPREE to the PRO 'y 
Council in vain. | 

„Being now bound in a recognizance to give evidence 
on your trial, I made a point of not viſiting you, being 
unwilling that any compariſon of our accounts of the 
affair ſhould be made by us, or even ſuſpected, wiſhing 
my evidence to go into court with the utmoſt fairneſs. 
But on receiving from you the following letter I ſet aſide 
every other conſideration and Paid you a viſit, 


« Dear SIR, 


« A damp room and cruel treatment have ſo injured 
my conſtitution, that I have been confined to my bed for 
ſome time dangerouſly ill. I beg you will come and 
fee me. You ſhall not be detained three minutes; and 
as this, perhaps, may be my laſt requeſt, I am convinced, 
from your benevolence and attention, that you will com- 
ply with it. 


\ 4271 remain, dear Sir, your's, &c. 


66 on A 4 
Treaſon Side, Newgate, 
Feb. a5, 1795. 


0 1 EY the ſituation in which I found you, 
rouſed my utmoſt indignation. The unfortunate creature 
who undergoes a ſecluſion from the world, within the 
walls of a priſon, although his crimes have been in the 
higheſt degree atrocious, cannot but excite ſome ſenti- 
ments of pity in the minds of thoſe, who are at all diſ- 
poſed to ſympatize with their fellow-creatures in the 
pangs of ſuffering humanity. From the moment of con- 
viction, 
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viction, a tender intereſt is excited for the vileſt criminal ; 
and no ſooner is the dreadful ſentence paſt, than the com- 
miſerating mind ſeeks about for relief, and eagerly catches 
at every little circumſtance of extenuation which charity 
may ſuggeſt, as likely to diminiſh the torments which a 
ſelf-accuſing conſcience may occaſion to the wretched 
criminal. But when, as in your caſe, a man of whoſe 
innocence there could not exiſt a doubt, and on whoſe 
labours 2 parent, a wife, and four children depend for 
ſupport, is expoſed to all the horrors of a jail, and all the 
inclemency of a ſeaſon more ſeverely cold and unhealthy 
than has occurred in the memory of man, and this too, 
during the attack of a dangerous and harraſſing diſeaſe, 
our pity for the innocent victim cannot but be accom- 
panied with indignation at the e and in juſtice of his 
perſecutors. 

Conceiving mat the nien in which I "LERY you 
might very probably endanger your life, I reſolved im- 
mediately to ſend a fair ſtatement of it to the Privy- 
council, which [ did in the following letter :— 


To the Lords of his Meist "Mofi Honorable Privy-Council, 


« Being myſelf, by your Lordſhips“ orders, bound in 


a recognizance to give evidence on the trials of Smith, 


Le Maitre, Higgins, and Upton, I had punQiliouſly 
avoided having any direct intercourſe with the priſoners, 
although, by an accidental interview with Mr. Crosfeild, 
T had obtained information important for meg to know, 
But on receiying a letter on Friday laſt from Smyh, com- 
Plaining of the dangerous ſtate of his health, and requeſt- 
ing my profeſſional aid, I viſited him; and diſcoyered him 
in ſuch a ſtate as 'will, 1 doubt not, excuſe me with your 
Lordſhips for troubling you with this ſtatement; eſpe- 
cially ſince, by ſo doing, 1 cannot be C ODS of- in- 

tending 


L 1 

tending to offend; meaning purely, to ſhew the neceſſi ity 
of your Lordfhips' interference to prevent that event, 
' which I truſt would not happen without your DEE 
regret. 

„Smith having experienced ſymptoms which ma 
diſeaſe of the lungs for two monihs paſt, was, expoſed the 
whole of the night of the zenth of February to the wind and 


ſnow, the tempeſt having torn away the paper which 


formed the caſements of his windows. The ſymptoms 
from that time increaſed; and at the time I ſaw him, he 
ſpat a conſiderable quantity of a matter, of ſuch an ap- 
pearance, as to render it dubious whether an ulceration of 
the lungs might not already have taken place; the accom- 
panying ſymptoms were ſuch as convinced. me, that his 
longer continuance in that apartment, without the re- 


4 
quiſite care and attention, could hardly fail to occaſion. 


his death. 
a Impreſſed with this idea, 1 held it my duty to la 


| this information before; your Lordihips. p * 4 

| e TA all due reſpect, 

n e « JAMES PARKINSON.” + 
Hoxton-Square, 5 
March 2 1795. 


ſ 
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In oonleqizned ut of this letter, I and 10 four days 
after removed into a more tolerable apartment, had a phy- 
ſician appointed to attend you, and an order was given to 
Mr. Kirby, this keeper, to admit me whenever I chpfs to 


viſit you. Of this permiſſiom 1 did not, however, think 


proper to avail myſelf, and did not wan you until 1 re- 
ceived the auen in 2 — 5 994 
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From Mr. Ford, owe Secretary 20 the Dute of Portland. 


Wilehall, April 27, 1795. 
«« SIR, 


ce If you could make it convenient to you to call here 
to-morrow between twelve and three o'clock, I ſhould 
be glad to ſee you, as I wiſh to ſpeak to you upon the 
buſineſs of Smith, Le Maitre, and Higgins. 
J am, Sir, A 
155 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
« RICHARD FORD." 
Fames Parjinſon, Eſq. | 


At the time appointed I therefore waited on Mr. Ford, 
who, after politely apologiſing for the trouble he had oc- 
caſioned me, and aſſuring me, if the duties of his office 
would have permitted, he ſhould have waited on me, 


ſtated, that Mr. Pitt had been with him, for the purpoſe of 
telling him, that Smith, Le Maitre, &c. might be releaſed 


on bail, as Crosfeild, whoſe evidence was of ſo much im- 
portance, could not be found. I here obſerved to Mr. Ford, 
that it was to be lamented that Mr. P? never thought of 
ſeeking for Crogſeild, until he was informed he was out 
of the kingdom, to which Mr. Ford replied, no blame 
can attach to Mr. Pitt on that account, 1 aſſure you, Sir. 
But I could not help remarking in anſwer, that whilſt he 
Was publiely about, no notice was taken reſpecting him; 
but as ſoon as Miniſtry were appriſed, as I knew they 
had been, of his quitting the kingdom, he was advertiſed 
in the Gazette, and two hundred pounds reward offercd 
for his apprehenſion. Mr. Ford then informed me, they 
had taken the liberty to ſend for me, as I knew the 
whole tranſaction, and had intereſted myſelf for Smith, 
to requeſt me to tell him, that if he would ſend another 


letter —for, f ſaid Mr. Ford, hu has ſent one, Mr. 8 
whic 


Cut 
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which is not really ſuch a one as the Privy- council can 
attend to, its language is ſo ſtrong. 

« To this I replied, that I hoped you had not employed 
the language of rudeneſs As to ſtrong language, I faid, 
1 had witneſſed your injuries and ſufferings, and was of 
opinion that no language could be too ſtrong jn deſcribing 
them ; and that I believed you would not ſend a begging 
letter. Mr. Ford, in anſwer, obſerved, that your letter 
had menaced the Council with a publication of your caſe, 
which was not decent ; that it would be time enough to do 
that when you was out of priſon ; that he did not require you 
to write in an abject way; you might demand your releaſe or 
trial as a right, but in reſpectful terms. I then ſtated my 
confidence, that you would not accept your releaſe, unleſs 
your fellow-ſufferers were likewiſe liberated, which Mr. 
Ford informed me ſhould take place at the ſame time. 
I alſo enquired, whether your accuſer was to be liberated 
on the ſame terms. Mr. Ford obſerved, that as to Upton, 
he did not know what they could do with him: he be- 
lieved that he muſt be diſcharged in the ſame manner as 
the others. And on my remarking, that in that caſe, if 
1 were either Smith, Higgins, or Le Maitre, I ſhould 
chooſe to continue in priſon : and aſking if any doubts 
remained as to the forgery of the letters produced by Up- 
ton—Mr. Ford ſhewed me a letter he had juſt received 
from Le Maitre, ſaying—Look, Sir, this you ſee is writ- 
ten in a very free hand ; but the letters produced before 
the Privy-council were very ſtiff imitations of this writing, 
but well done in other reſpects; Le Maitre himſelf, 

when ſhewn them before the Privy- council, acknowledged 
the cloſeneſs of the. imitation, though he faid they were 
not his hand-writing. Mr. Ford then informed me, that 
any bail would be ſufficient; that your own bail would 
be accepted. I took my leave of him, and immediately exe- 
cuted my commiſſion, by reporting to you the converſation 
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which had taken place; but was 4 ſurpriſed that your 
releaſe was not granted for ſeveral days. 

6 The more I refle& on your perſecution, the more I 
am convinced of the difficulty of finding a parallel caſe; 
ſince your perſecutors, not contented with the ſeverities 
which their own ſyſtem allowed them to exerciſe on you, 
choſe alſo to have recourſe to ſuch practices of other ty- 
rannies, as they conceived were beſt calculated to harraſs 
and oppreſs. The circumſtances attending your appre- 
| Henſion, as well as your conſignment to priſon, and de- 
tention there, whilſt both your crime and your accuſer 
were ſecreted from you, ſends us for a precedent to the 
old deſpotiſm of France, when Lettres de Cachets, ſo uſeful 
by their atrociouſneſs in promoting the GLORIOUS Re- 
VOLUTION in that country, exiſted in their plenitude of 
miſchief. The ſeizure of your papers and property, and 
the nocturnal domiciliary viſits with Which your family was 
repeatedly inſulted, hold out to our obſervation a daring 
Imitation of that ſy/t-m of terror, which Frenchmen, during 
a revolutionary government, had, by the diabolical ma- 
chinations of internal and external conſpirators, been 
driven to adopt. But your inhuman treatment in priſon 
during a dangerous illnefs, was truly original—no copy- 
ing there the hand of a maſter was ſufficiently diſtin- 
guiſhable—the ſame heavn-born genius was diſcoverable, 
that has ſince added a GERRALD to the many victims, 
| already ſacrificed, to gratify a fullen, cold-blooded ma- 

| lignity. 

« You have indeed ſuffered much; but I truſt your 
countrymen will never forget, either your ſufferings, 
or the tyrannic proceedings of Mr. Put and his « con- 
fede rates. 


« With reſped, 
| | 75412 BY '* JAMES PARKINSON. 15 
Hoxton- Square, 


Aug ut 29, 1795. The 
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The public is now in poſſeſſion of the chief circum- 
ſtances relative to the deſign formed of alarming the na- 


ion by a pretended plot againſt the life of the King. 


Le Maitre is now employed-in preparing for the _ 
an account of his own examination and conſequent ſuf- 
ferings, which will confirm the above relation in every 
part, and ſhew the baſeneſs of thoſe characters who did 


not ſcruple, in the public prints, to impute the moſt hor- 


rible crime to innocent men, With the view of deluding 
the public mind. If the 4t9rny General could be ſo acute 
in finding out libels againſt the conſtitution in a variety 
of pamphlets, 1s 1i not ſurpriſing that he ſhould be per- 
fectly blind when the molt atrocious libels were promul- 
gated againſt men ſhut up in baltilles, and without the 
power of gaining the leaſt r2dreſs. But is it not more 
ſurpriſing, it may be aiked, that any one ſhould believe 
the abſurd tales, upon this occaſion. , A poiſoned arrow 
was to deſtroy the King, and to hat purpoſe? would 
or if inſtant death had not 
followed the unerring dart of wonder-working poifon, 
of what adyantage to any conſpirators could have been 
the illneſs of a King? has he not been for ſeveral 
months unable to hold the reins of government, yet 
the nation was not, in conſequence of his madneſs, in 
a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion ?. What could the plot. 
ters gain by this attempt? Yet palpably abſurd, as every 
attempt of the ſcheme appears to have been, it ſerved the 
purpoſe of the Miniſter: the public papers anounced it 


not another king ſucceed; 


with the utmoſt confidence, as the moſt dreadful conſpi- : 


racy ever harboured in the mind of man; and the more 
improbable the tale, from the high authority which pro- 
tected it, with the 1 more implicit deference was it res 
ceived. | 
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n the True Briton for Sept. 29, 1794, the ſollowing 
account is given of the conſpiracy. 


It is with a degree of emotion which it is impoſſi- 
ble for us to deſcribe, and which True Britons alone can 
feel, that we communicate to the public the exiſtence of 
a plot for the aſſaſſination of our moſt gracious and ex- 
cellent King. The particulars of this alarming and atro- 
cious deſign it would be improper at preſent fully to diſ- 
clofe ; but upon a point on which the public intereſt 
will naturally be ſo much and deeply excited, the people 
have a right to expect ſome fatisfactory information.— 
Yeſterday the Privy Council fat in their chamber at 
Whitehall, to examine two perſons who were apprehend- 
ed upon ſuſpicion of being materially concerned in this 
plot. —The Council met early in the forenoon, and ſat till 
evening.—The priſoners examined were of the names of 
Higgins and Le Maitre, the former in the ſervice ef a 
chymiſt and apothecary in Fleet-market, and the latter 
lately from the ifland of Jerſey. 

As far as they have yet been diſcovered, the circum- 
ſtances appear to have been as follow: — Thoſe perſons 
had, in conjunction, and inſtigated by motives which it 
is impoſlible to comprehend, formed the diabolical reſolu- 
tion of attempting the life of the King. — This horrid 
attempt was to be carried into execution at the theatre, 
and in a manner entirely of their own device. 

The Britiſh nation will hear with equal horror and 
amazement, that a poiſoned arrow was to be aimed at the 
breaſt of our beloved and amiable Monarch. This was 
to be directed from the pit through an air machine, of 
a particular conſtruction, while a riot ſhould have been 
raiſed, which would of courſe have attracted the general 
attention of the audience, Who was to have been the 


imme- 


t 


immediate agent in this buſineſs we do not know, but 
Higgins was to have ſupplied the poiſon. This dreadful 
buſineſs firſt came to light by means of the mechanic 
employed to make the arrow, which was to be of a con- 
ſtruction that excited his ſurpiſe, and very fortunately his 
doubts. The doubts he very naturally communicated to 
2 perſon whoſe zeal and activity have ever been conſpi- 
cuous in the ſupport and execution of the laws, and by 
the vigilance and addreſs of Mr. Townſhend, one of the 
Bow Street officers, the two parties who underwent exa- 
mination yeſterday, were ſecured, the one on Friday 
night and the other on Saturday. | 
„Warrants were yeſterday iſſued out againſt other per- 
ſons whom we deem it improper to name, and who we 
ſincerely hope, if they are in the ſmalleſt degree implicated 
in this horrid plot, will meet with the moſt exemplary 
puniſhment provided by the law. The Privy Council yeſ- 
terday was attended by Mr. Pitt, the Lord Chancellor, 
the Duke of Portland, Lord Grenville, Lord Hawkeſ- 
bury, Lord Mansfield, and many other of the Privy 
Counſellors. It is reaſonably to be ſuppoſed, that thoſe 
individuals already in cuſtody are the mere agents of others 
of greater power and deeper deſigns. We truſt to the 


tried vigilance and conduct of our Miniſters to unravel ' 


the whole dark and atrocious deſign.” 
The Times, for the ſame day, give nearly the ſame 
account in an article entitled Detection of a plot to 
aſſaſſinate the King, with a ſuppoſition only that the mur- 
der was to take place on the Terrace, inſtead of the Play- 
houſe. —— But it is equally confident, that the aſſaſſina- 
tion was to take place ſomewhere, and adds.—* How- 
ever this circumſtance may be, matters not, the fact 
of the intended aſſaſſination appears certain, and there- 
fore every goof mind will join with us in thanking 
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that Providence which has graciouſly thought fit to 
fruſtrate ſo dire a calamity from falling on theſe e 


dos.” 


On. the next day 5 ſame paper remarks that It is 
to be hoped that the late meditated aſſaſſination of the 
King will be traced to its origin. A watchcaſe maker's 
apprentice and a chymiſi's journeyman could not con- 
ceive the execution of ſuch a diabolical Plan. There 
muſt be more exalted villains in the plot.“ In the 5 
ſame paper for October 4. © Theſe infernal regicides” 
(it is ſaid) “ ſo fortunately round out ere their plot was 
ripe for execution, ſeem to have taken the hint of their 
intended aſſaſſination from the ſpeech of Laertes in 
Hamlet ;”” and the verſes are quoted which relate the de- 
ſign of deſtroying Hamlet by a ſword anointed with 
poiſon.” And en October 11, —“ The charge being fully 
ſubftantiated, they (it is ſaid namely, Higgins, Le 
Maitre, Upton, and Smith) were committed to different 
priſons.” ' | | 
The Oracle was equally virulent and abuſive.— In the 
paper for Sept. 29, 1794, after giving an account of 
this plot, it makes this remark—““ We now pauſe a 
while to arreſt the reflections as they ariſe in minds 
deeply and dreadfully affected by an event ſo alarming 
to the nation and to humanity. The aſſaſſins are 
young, but they are members of the London Correſpond- 
ing Societies. We do not charge this body with the con- 
ception or circulation of the defign, but we accuſe it of 
broaching ſuch doctrines as induced the young enthuſiaſts 
to believe ſuch a crime would be beneficial to the coun- 
try. How dangerous it is to treat lightly any public 
authority; the progreſs of opinion is certain in the de- 
luded, they hate, and they deſpiſe, and they deſtroy” 
Other paragraphs, equally inflammatory, were circu- 


lated 
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lated by theſe papers; and inſtead of calling upon the 
publick to ſuſpend its opinion till ſome facts ſhould be 
produced, on which a right judgment might be formed, 


they were ready to make the ſame reflections, which ought 


only to have ariſen, when the ſuſpected perſons had been 
found guilty by a Jury of their country. | 

But the publick papers were not the only engines em- 
ployed to raiſe the indignation of the people—the pulpit 
was proſtituted to the ſame purpoſe; and even diſſenters 
could approach the throne of the Almighty with a lie 
in their mouths. One Brewer, a diſſenting miniſter 
of Stepney, introduced the ſubject in this manner in his 
prayer :—* We thank thee, O Lord, that the diabolical 
plot againſt our dear and endearing Sovereign has been 
« diſcovered that the ſnare has been broken—and that 
©« our beloved Monarch has eſcaped:“ 

Thus eaſy is it to cruſh the innocent by the arm of 
power, and to delude the publick with fictitious tales. 
If one could for a moment ſuppoſe, that the plan of 
alarming the publick mind originated with Upton, ſtill it 
ſeems almoſt incredible, that a better ſcheme ſhould not 
have been deviſed or adopted by the Privy-council. The 
examinations all tend to this point—that Upton had been 
ſuſpected by the Correſponding Societies; that an exami- 
nation had been made into his character; that this 
examination proved unfavourable to him; and as Le 
Maitre, Higgins, and Smith, were active in this buſineſs, 


he had conceived the moſt violent hatred againſt them; and 


had actually gone ſo far as to challenge Le Maitre to 
ſettle their diſpute with piſtols. There appears to have 
been no ſymptoms of acquaintance with each other; no 
meetings to concert the 1. no plans for others to aſſiſt 
when t aſſaſſination had taken place. A tube for an air- 
gun was a ſufficient pretext for the whole buſineſs ; and 
* the 
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the people of England were held in ſo little eſteem by 
the Privy-council, that the childiſh idea of a poifon pro- 
ducing inſtant death, would, it conceived, be eaſily em- 
braced, at a time when the Grand Jury was examining 
the bills againſt thoſe men, who were ſuppoſed, with 
almoſt equal abſurdity, to have plotted the overthrow of 


the Conſtitution in Church and State. 


Enough has been ſaid on the pretended plot ; but there 
was a real plot, and that plot remains to be developed— 
the plot againſt the lives and characters of Higgins, Smith, 
and Le Maitre; and through them againſt the charac- 


ters and laudable deſigns of the London Correſponding. 


Societies. The time, perhaps, is not far diſtant, when full 


- enquiry may be made into the nature of this plot, and the 


framers of it may be brought to the bar of impartial 
Juſtice. In the mean time, a few reflections will na- 
turally ariſe in the mind of every Engliſhman, who con- 
ſiders by what means his anceſtors obtained that liberty, 
which, in ſo many inſtances, has within theſe few years 
been fo flagrantly violated; and by what means it is to 
be guarded, againſt the fatdire attacks of a ai al and 
infatuated Miniſtry. 


Firſt, the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 8 AQ can in no 


caſe whatever be juſtified. There is ſufficient power in the 
Executive Government of this country to counteract the 
deſigns of any body of men, who ſhould attempt by vio- 
lence to overthrow the State. Such men cannot meet 


under a vigilant government without being diſcovered; 


and, on the firſt commiſſion of any overt act, there is 
power given by the laws for the confinement of thoſe, 


againſt whom a regular charge can be made. By ſuſpend- 


Ing this AQ, the liberty of an Engliſhman is precarious ; 
and the liberty of the loweſt Engliſhman ought to be pro- 
tected as religiouſly as that of the higheſt, The higheſt 

| man 


T2 

man in this country has guards, palaces, wealth ; thoſe 
next to him are protected by their wealth and ſtations ; 
the law ought to be for the poor man, what guards, pa- 
laces, rank, and wealth, are for the rich. The poor man 
is left at the mercy of a Miniſter; and what that is, the 
preceding pages have fully ſhewn. The Miniſter fears 
not the revenge 'of the poor man ; but the families of a 
rich man, under ſimilar confinement, would ſhake the 
throne with their complaints. The Habeas Corpus A& 
is the ſecurity of the poor man; and in a country where 
wealth has ſo much influence, where he would find it in 
vain to contend for poſitive rights in a Court of Law, 
he ought not to be denied the little ſecurity againſt vio- 
lence to his perſon. Had the Habeas Corpus Act not 
been ſuſpended, the Privy-council could not have expoſed 
innocent men to the inhuman treatment they expe- 
rienced, nor have kept the nation fo long in a continual 
ſtate of alarm. 1 = 

2. Priſoners are men, and even if guilty, are not to be 
treated with the wantonneſs of cruelty. The preceding 
narrative has ſhewn the little care taken of perſons ſuſ- 
pected only of crimes, and if it ſhould be urged, that the 


Privy Council is not reſponſible for the negle& or miſ- 


conduct of inferior officers, if the ill treatment proceeds 
from the orders of the Council itſelf, what can be ſaid 
in its excuſe? But let the ill treatment of a priſoner be 
the refult of a poſitive order of the Privy Council, or the 
conſequence of the miſconduct of the inferior officers, the 
Privy Council 1s alone reſponſible. to the public. For 
an officer dares not to act ill, when he knows that the 
complaints of the priſoner will be attended to by his ſu- 
periors: but if the council neglects theſe complaints, if 


it thinks the condition of the unfortunate unworthy of its 


notice, if it leaves them entirely to the management of 
| Wes 7 officers, 


STAIN reed 34 AD TT 
S ! 


— — : — 
- AASA: 
0 050 2 A SES * 


——ũ——— 9 2 
—— — 


— 9-2 
r 


N 


S 


11 


officers, whom it never cenſures for miſconduct, what- 
ever praiſes may be given to a nation for its humanity, 
the good effect of it are not likely to be always felt 
within the walls of a priſon, or in the proceſs of 
conducting an individual to the place of his confine- 
ment. 

Laſtly, the humane mind will be anxious to enquire 
what reparation has been or can be made to theſe vic- 
tims of miniſterial caprice. Let the rich deſpiſe the feel- 
ings of men who earn their ſubſiſtence by their daily in- 
duſtry, but others need not any exhortation to compaſſion. 
They can feel what it is to loſe an employment, to be de- 
prived for a time of their buſineſs, to be forced to leaye 
their concerns to others. Theſe things, even without the 
inhumanity which Le Maitre and Smith experienced in 
their dungeons, would, in a nation zealous for liberty, 
be a call for public enquiry, Higgins was taken from 
his ſhop--from a place where he obtained a decent live- 
lihood, was caſt into priſon, was reſtored to the world 
with a load of ſuſpicion on his back to look out for a 
new employment. Le Maitre was ſeized at the very 
time when he had made a conſiderable progreſs in his art, 
and was in that ſtate which required the greateſt excr- 
tioas. His family received him back with melancholy 
joy, for it was embittered with the ſad reflection, that 
his mother had fallen a victim to grief at the impri- 
ſonment and ill treatment of her beloved ſon. Smith 
ſupported himſelt and family by the profits of a little ſhop 
and employment which brought him in about ſixty pounds 
a year. The employment was taken from him—great 
part of his ſtock in trade was ſeized; he returned to his 
family juſt time enough indeed to keep them from ruin ; 
but what from his illneſs, the unavoidable confuſion in 
| | | his 
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nis affairs, and the loſs of his employment, is not without 
daily ſolicitude for his ſupport. 

Impriſonment, ill treatment, calumnies, cannot eaſily 
be repaid by money; yet much lefs than a thouſandth 
part of the ſum, poured out for the extravagance of a 
Prince might be a compenſation for pecuniary loſſes; 
and if places and penſions are to be made the rewards of 
fervices (totally unknown to the nation) ſurely the pub- 
lic purſe will not be exhauſted by the undoubted claim, 
which injure! innocence has upon it, for loſs of rims, 
loſs of property, and loſs of health. 
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APPENDIX. 


YOON after the preceding narrative was drawn up, the 
fubſtance of another examination before the Privy Coun- 
eil, was communicated to Smith with the annexed letter. 


6 Sir, a , 


I have endeavourcd, agreeable to your requeſt, to 


recollect the moſt material part of the converſation 


that 


paſſed between me and Upton, and have likewiſe endea- 


voured to give you a ſketch of my examination before the 


Privy Council. — But at this diſtance of time I do not 
mean to have it underſtood, that the queſtions and an- 
fwers therein ſtated are. the exact words made uſe of by 
me, Upton, or the Privy Council ; but according to the 


beſt of my recollection and belief. 
„ Yours, ſincerely, 


Auguſt 6, 179 5 


„„ 


I went on a Tueſday evening to Diviſion, Number 29, 
Academy Court ; Mr. Upton was'there when I went in 
l had not been long in the room before I either acci- 
dentally perceived, or he ſhewed me (I cannot now po- 
fitively ſay which) a braſs tube of ſomething leſs than two 
feet in length, that was under his coat, upon which I 
laid hold of one end of it, and he, in a very cautious 
manner, pulled it out, ſceming as if he wiſhed it not to be 
ſeen by any other perſon in the room. I aſked him what 
it was; he did not give me a direct anſwer, but with 
a look of ſignificance, ſaid, as far as I can recollect at 
this diſtance of time, it came from the Secret Committce 


—that Mr. Smith gave it to him by the direction of 


Mr. 
Le 


(7% - 
Le Maitre, Le Maitre thinking he ſhould not be able ts 
come himſelf (but ſome ſhort time after Le Maitre came 
in). Mr. Smith was chairman on that evening. 
After the arreſt of Meſſrs. Smith, Higgins, and Le 
Maitre, I called at Upton's houſe (obſerving that the 
tube mentioned in the newſpaper, ſomewhat reſembled 
that I ſaw under his coat, and thinking alfo that he might 
have brought himſelf into ſome dilemma through it) to know 
whether he knew any thing of the circumſtance ; but he 
was not at home. I called again in the evening of the 
ſame day, and met with him, when he informed me that 
he was the perſon that had given the whole of the in- 
formation to the Privy-council that his mind revolted at 
the idea of being concerned in ſo horrid a plot. Not 
having much knowledge of Meſſrs. Le Maitre and Hig- 
gins, I ſaid little or nothing reſpecting them: but I aſked 
him, whether he thought Mr. Smith would be guilty of 
any thing of the kind, and whether he did not think him 
a different kind of man? To which he did not give any | 
ſatisfactory anſwer. But in the courſe of the converſa- 
tion (I cannot poſitively ſay whether it was nmediately 
after the laſt queſtion or not) he told me that Mr. Smith, 
in company with Crosfeild and another, {but who the 
other was I cannot poſitively ſay, but have ſome faint re- 
collection of its being either Palmer, Webb, or Williams; 
Palmer is the ſtrongeſt in my mind) had, ſome ſhort time 
previous to the arreſt taking place, called on him (Upton) 
concerning, or to give him ſome inſtructions for the in- 
ſtrument ; when Mr. Smith informed him, that he would 
fee all expences paid, or to that effect. He likewile ſaid, 
that he had been obliged to acquaint the Privy-council 
with the converſation that had paſſed between him and 
me on the night before-mentioned—that they had ſent - 
for me, but could not find me: he adviſed me very much 
Set! 2 - _ 
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to leave the Society, ſay ing, that it was dangerous to con- 


tinue among them that by denouncing the beſt of their 


members, they had dwindled to nothing and that they had 
uſed him very ill. Having received a ſummons from the 
Privy-council, I accordingly attended on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1794; and Mr. Ford took down the principal 
part of what I have here ſtated, and I ſigned it. I was 
ſhortly after conducted by Mr. Ford to their Lordſhips, 
and examined, on oath, by the Attorney-General. I think 
I was there aſked whether I knew Mr. Upton. I an- 
ſwered yes. Whether I was intimate with him? To 
which I anſwered, that I was no farther intimate with 
him than belonging to the ſame Diviſion. The ſame 
queſtions reſpecting Mr. Le Maitre. IT had very little 
knowledge of Mr. Le Maitre, and that knowledge was 
obtained by his ſometimes coming to the Diviſion to 
which I belonged. The ſame queſtion put ſeveral times, 
with ſome ſmall difference in words; they, to all ap- 
pearance, wiſhing very much to know, whether I was ſo 
intimate with him, as to be able to give any information 
reſpeQing his private concerns. The ſame anſwer given. 
Whether I knew Mr. Sniith? Yes. Was I intimate 
with him? I was no farther intimate than by his being 
a member and ſub-delegate of my Diviſion. The queſ- 
tion put again, with a little alteration, for the purpoſe, I 


ſuppoſe, before- mentioned. Anſwer much the ſame as 


before. Whether I knew Mr. Smith's hand-writing ? 
No. Nearly the ſame queſtions reſpecting Mr. Higgins; 
but as I did not know any thing of Higgins, having ſeen 
him only now and then at the Diviſion (29) I could only 
ſay I knew him, but nothing farther. —-I was deſired to 
relate the converſation that paſſed between me and Upton 
at the Diviſion, which I did in nearly the ſame manner [ 
have here ſtated. —They were particularly anxious to 


know in what manner the tube was diſcoverable when 


under 


. 


under his coat. — They went ſo far as to requeſt, that I 


would put a tube they had in their poſſeſſion which 
probably might be the fame I ſaw under his' coat 
at the Diviſion) under my coat, ſo as to imitate as near 


as I could his manner, which I endeavoured to do. 


I was aſked by ſome one, who I think was Mr. Pitt — 
Whether I thought Mr. Upton could have prevented the 
tube being ſeen, or purpoſely expoſed it?—TI ſaid, 1 
thought he could not prevent it being ſeen (which from 


the length of it I was then inclined to believe.) Mr. Pitt 


defired that anſwer might be ſet down. — They aſked"if 
that tube was the ſame I ſaw under Upton' s coat 2 ſaid 


I could not poſitively ſay, as there might be many braſs 
tubes apparently alike, but, from what I could recolle&,' 


that I ſaw under his coat was longer and thicker. Ar. 
Pitt deſired the latter part of that anſwer might be ſet 
down. —They aſked me whether there was not a ſecret com- 
mittee. I ſaid, I heard of ſuch a committee. Who were 
the members of that committee ?—I could not tell. 
What was the object of the ſecret committee? ] could 
not tell.— The ſame queſtion was put, with ſome ſmall 
variation of words, ſeveral times in a ſharper tone. 

The Attorney General, or the perſon I took for him, at 


laſt ſaid, Do you, Mr. Puſey, mean to ſay, upon your oath, 
that you (a man of a liberal profeſſion) have belonged to 


a ſociety for the ſpace of ſix months, and that you have 


not made yourſelf acquainted with the members of its 
committees? I ſaid, I did not know the members or the 
objects of the ſecret committee, and that, if I ſhould ſay. 


1 did, it would be ſaying what I knew to be falſe.—I 


think they aſked me whether Mr. Hodgſon did not be- 


long to the ſecret committee I] could not tell They aſked 
me a few queſtions concerning the committee of corref- 
M pondence, 
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pondence, but the moſt material ones were, whether 
I knew the members and the buſineſs of it. —I ſaid, I did 
not know who the members were, but from what I could 
underſtand, the buſineſs of it conſiſted in nothing more 
than correſponding with other ſocieties united for the 
ſame objet. , 

They aſked me whether 1 thought Mr. Smith could ſee 
what paſſed in that part of the room Upton and myſelf 
ſat in. I ſaid, I-was of opinion he could not, as he ſat 
on the oppoſite ſide of the room, and by reaſon that two 
candles, which were placed immediately before him might 
in a great meaſure intercept his ſight. —ir. Pitt, if I re- 
collect right, deſired that anſwer to be ſet down. — They 
produced. à paper, ſomewhat reſembling a play-bill — 
and aſked me if I had ever ſeen it before ?—I ſaid No. 
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